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 Approved 2011 Model Constitution and Bylaws for Congregations 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
 British Columbia Synod 
 
 Notes to Changes to 1988 BC Draft to become 2011 BC Model 
 (These notes accompany the “1988 Comparison” document) 
  
          
The 2011 BC Model Constitution and Bylaws for Congregations was drafted in the BC Synod, 
approved by the Registrar of Companies in Victoria, incorporates ELCIC amendments up to 
2010, and was approved by the National Church Council of the ELCIC on April 3, 2011.  This 
comparison version shows the changes from the previous official model which was distributed as 
a draft in a letter from James E. Hendrickson on 11 April 1988 on behalf of BC Synod Council.   
 
Numbers in the left margin of the document entitled “2011 Model, 1988 Comparison” 
correspond to the following notes which give explanation for the changes.  References in these 
notes use the article and bylaw numbering and titles as found in the 2011 BC Model. 
 
1 Throughout the entire document:  Constitution and Bylaws instead of just Constitution 

This is the single, largest distinguishing feature of British Columbia society legislation, 
that the defining document is called “Constitution and Bylaws.”  Most of the content is 
now to be located in the Bylaws, as opposed to the Constitution.  As a result, the ELCIC 
Model Constitution has to be divided into Constitution and Bylaws.  In our BC case, this 
does not make the bylaws secondary documents (as it does in other jurisdictions).  In the 
text of these documents this leads to the frequent addition of the words “and bylaws.”  
Not all these were always caught in the 1988 BC Draft and not all corrections are going 
to be given margin notes in the Comparison.   

 
2 Constitution Article II, Purpose  Using ELCIC “Nature and Mission” as Purpose 

The BC Society Act requires Article I to be name (only) and Article II to be “Purpose.”   
 
3 Constitution Article II, Purpose, opening paragraph, spelling of “worshipping”  

All ELCIC Models spell the word “worshipping” which is the Oxford English Dictionary 
spelling.  OED notes “worshiping” as United States usage.  The 1988 BC Draft had 
“worshiping.” 

 
4 Constitution Article II Purpose, opening paragraph, commas 

ELCIC models have “. . . witnessing and serving”; 1988 BC Draft has “. . . witnessing, 
and serving” and this different comma usage is found throughout the 1988 BC Draft.  
Noting these with the usual strikeout procedure is hard to see because they come at the 
end of words.  Not all of the deleted commas in this new model may be so identified but 
when they are, a space will be added before and after the comma, so that the correction 
will will look like this   ,   which still looks odd but at least you may be able to notice it.  
There will not be margin note numbers by all of these comma corrections. 

 
5 Constitution Article II, Purpose, opening paragraph, defining “the church” 

BC Synod Council November 14, 2003 added the specific reference, “. . . (referred to 
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herein as “the church).”  The ELCIC models have changed their practice, sometimes 
spelling out the whole name (Merger Model 1985) and now abbreviating to ELCIC (2010 
ELCIC Model).  It appears that this policy decision may not have been fully integrated 
into the following text as “the church” most often means the ELCIC, but other times 
appears to mean the congregation (1-2 uses), or the historic Evangelical or Lutheran 
church (or the “church-at-large”).  “This church” occurs twice and both times means the 
ELCIC.    

 
6 Constitution Article II, Purpose, paragraph d., defining “the synod” 

Similar to #5 above, BC Synod Council November 14, 2003 added the specific reference 
also for the synod, “. . . (referred to herein as “the synod”) . . .” 

 
7 Constitution Article II, Purpose, paragraph d., removing reference to “the divisions” 

The ELCIC restructured in 1997 and dissolved the divisions of the church.  This phrase, 
“. . . and the divisions of . . .” was still found in the 2003 ELCIC downloadable Model 
but was removed in the 2006 ELCIC Model. 

 
8 Constitution Article III, Profit and Gain 

In 1988, the ELCIC was informed that Revenue Canada (now CRA) required this 
language for charitable organizations.  In BC, it cannot appear in Article I and the 
Registrar of Companies asked to have it placed here as a new Article III.   

 
9 Constitution Article III, Profit and Gain and Article IV, Confession of Faith, Section 6. 
 Specifying “unalterable”.  

The BC Society Act requires that articles of the Constitution other than name (Article I) 
and purpose (Article II) say whether they are alterable or unalterable.  Although the Act 
also says that the absence of a statement about whether it is alterable or not means it will 
be considered alterable (i.e. the default case), the Registrar of Companies Office in the 
vetting process leading to the 2004 BC Model DRAFT, insisted that a specific statement 
needed to be made.  BC Synod Council chose to name both Article III and Article IV as 
“unalterable.”  
 

10 Constitution Article IV, Confession of Faith, re-numbering 
With the addition of the new Article III Profit and Gain this becomes Article IV.  The text 
remains the same, with only the addition and change in #11 and #12 below. 

 
11 Constitution Article IV, Section 5.  Confession of Faith  

This provision does not appear anywhere in the 1988 BC Draft although it is in the 
Merger Model 1985 and all subsequent ELCIC models.  In preparing the 2004 BC Model 
DRAFT the BC Synod Council placed it here.  In the national ELCIC models, this 
provision is found in the closing article of the Model Constitution titled “Bylaws and 
Amendments” as Section 3.  However, with the distinction in BC of Constitution and 
Bylaws it was hard to see how a provision of the bylaws could govern an article of the 
constitution and it was added here instead. 

 
 



 

 Notes to Changes to 1988 BC Draft to become 2011 BC Model  –  Page 3 of 11 

12 Constitution Article IV, Section 6, consistent use of “unalterable” 
 Wording is changed to be consistent in language. 
 
13 Bylaws, Definition and Bylaw 2, Section 7, definition of “special resolution”  

One of the peculiarities of the BC Society Act is its definition of “special resolution” for 
certain important matters of business.  Although the Registrar of Companies Office did 
not require the definition to be stated, the BC Synod Council felt it best to name it here.  
It also saves a description of a special resolution each time it comes up. 
 

 Other than in this definition, the term “special resolution” occurs only three times: 
  Bylaw 6 Alternate 1, Section 8  [removal of Council member or officer] 
  Bylaw 6 Alternate 2, Section 11 [removal of Council member or officer] 
  Bylaw 9, Section 1 [Amendments] 

However, we should all be aware that Bylaw 2, Section 7 concerning borrowing powers 
may require a special resolution as well (for debentures).  See Notes 27 and 29 below. 

 
14 Bylaw 1, “Nature and Mission” moved, re-numbering, Preamble & Table of Contents 

There are a number of things here: 
 14.1 The text of “Nature and Mission” was moved into the Constitution as Article II 

Purpose; see Note 2 above. 
 14.2 All the following Bylaws are therefore re-numbered. 
 14.3 The struckout wording is actually the Preamble from the title page of the ELCIC 

models.  The BC Registrar of Companies Office refuses to accept a title page as 
part of the Constitution and Bylaws document – although it has no objection to a 
title page, with Table of Contents and Preamble, being used in the congregation. 

 
15 Bylaw 1, Section 1.b. and Section 2.a.  Additions for “a church in full communion” 

These changes were made by NCC in the 2006 ELCIC Model, based on the Waterloo 
Declaration but also incorporating some stylistic changes (e.g. capitalization). 

 
16 Bylaw 1, Section 2.b.  Voting age 

The NCC amendments in the 2006 ELCIC Model added reference to “(Section 5).”  The 
phrase about age actually was in the 1988 BC Draft but was shown as a note in square 
brackets like this [May add “and have attained the age of  _______ years.”].   
Congregations may already have this language in their current Constitution and Bylaws. 

 
17 Bylaw 1, Section 3  Change Sacrament of the Altar to Sacrament of Holy Communion 

This change was made by NCC in the 2006 ELCIC Model. 
 
18 Bylaw 1, Section 3  Two paragraphs instead of one 

All the ELCIC models break up Section 3 into two distinct paragraphs as shown here.  
The 1988 BC Draft ran the entire section together as one paragraph. 

 
19 Bylaw 1, Section 4.b.  Remove “by letter” from provision for resignation 

The phrase “by letter to the secretary or pastor,” was shown in the 1988 BC Draft in 
bold, indicating that it was an addition to the ELCIC model (as it still is). Work with the 
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Registrar of Companies Office in 2003 and 2004 made no mention of such a provision 
being required. 

 
20 Bylaw 1, Section 4.d. and e.  Change of wording for Dismissal and Inactivity 

These changes were made by NCC in the 2006 ELCIC Model. 
 
20a Bylaw 1, Section 5.  Adding “the Sacrament of” to Holy Communion 

This change from the Merger Model 1985 was also made by NCC in the 2006 ELCIC 
Model.  

 
21 Bylaw 1, Section 5.  Ceasing to be a member in good standing 

The struckout wording was added to the Merger Model in the 1988 BC Draft.  However, 
Synod Council working in 2003 and 2004 did not have that Draft to look at and, 
following similar advice from the Registrar of Companies Office, added similar wording 
to the end of the section, where it now appears. 

 
22 Bylaw 1, Section 5.  Removal by action of congregational council 
 NCC added this requirement in its amended 2006 ELCIC Model. 
 
23 Bylaw 1, Section 5.  Written notification of removal 

NCC added the requirement for written notification in its amended 2006 ELCIC Model.  
 
24 Bylaw 1, Section 8 Reversal of passive voice of the verb to active 
 Bylaw 4, Section 5 
 Bylaw 4, Section 8 
 Bylaw 6 (Alternate 1), Section 10 
 Bylaw 6 (Alternate 2), Section 13 
 

These five changes are found in the 2003 ELCIC download version of the model 
constitution.  There is no change in meaning in any of these instances.  

 
25 Bylaw 1, Section 8. b. and c. and closing sentence  Typographic & Stylistic difference  

Like the commas before them (see 3 above), other typographic or stylistic differences are 
corrected here: 

  -eliminating the word “or” that was added in 1988 BC Draft, 
  -capitalizing Sacraments 
  -adding double brackets around (b) and ( c) 

Differences like this may continue to show up in the printed Comparison version but 
there are not going to be margin notes beside them when this is the only difference. 

 
26  Bylaw 2, Section 1  Missed adding “and bylaws” in 1988 
 
27 Bylaw 2, Section 3   Percentage for some financial matters 

The new wording is acceptable to the Registrar of Companies Office and adheres more 
closely to the ELCIC models.  Saying “special resolution,” changing to 75% and adding 
wording about “debentures” met a concern in the Society Act about borrowing powers of 
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societies. “Purchasing” or “disposing of” real property does not need to be by special 
resolution and the only mention of a borrowing process in the Society Act talks about 
“debentures,” which does require special resolution (i.e. 75% etc.) for their use.  
“Encumbering” the real property applies to borrowing but unless it is through use of 
debentures the provision for special resolution apparently does not apply.  Conversations 
with the Registrar of Companies office in 2003 and 2004 led to this revised BC wording 
(that is the ELCIC wording) provided that we add Bylaw 2, Section 7, see 29 below. 

 
28 Bylaw 2, previous Section 4  Constitution and Bylaws and amendments sent to synod 

This is deleted here and moved to Bylaw 3, new Section 4.  (In the 1988 BC Draft this 
Section 4 got misplaced from the bylaw on “Relationship to the ELCIC” to be Section 4 
in “Authority” and all the other sections were re-numbered.  The 2011 BC Model restores 
the placement of the section to that in the ELCIC models and re-numbers the sections 
accordingly.) 

 
28a Bylaw 2, Section 5, Ends with “this synod” or “the synod”? 

The Merger Model 1985 and all subsequent ELCIC models have “this synod” and so that 
is what is now found in the 2011 BC Model.   

 
29 Bylaw 2, Section 7  Borrowing Powers added 

This is the addition that the Registrar of Companies Office required in 2004 to cover all 
the various provisions that had been inserted into the 1988 BC Draft (see note 27 above).  
The section of The Society Act, current to June 22, 2011, reads as follows:  

 
 Borrowing 
      35  (1)  Divisions 8, 9 and 10 of Part 3 of the Business Corporations Act apply to a 

society. 
  (2)  Membership in a society must not be taken into consideration in 

determining whether a material conflict of interest exists in a trustee's 
fiduciary role as trustee. 

  (3)  A society must not issue a debenture unless the issuance of the debenture 
is authorized by a special resolution, which may confer a general power on 
the directors to issue debentures for a period of not longer than one year 
from the date the resolution is passed. 

 
We can see in sentence (3) the concern reflected in the 1988 BC Draft.  This was 
discussed at length with the Registrar of Companies office in 2004 and they approved this 
wording as covering our needs.   

 
29  Further research may be needed by congregations, particularly with respect to what the 

reference to the Business Corporations Act means for them. 
 
30 Bylaw 3, Section 6  Provisions for severing relationship with the ELCIC 

These changes were made by NCC in the 2006 ELCIC Model.  However, as described in 
Note 31, further amendments to this section will be forthcoming.   
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31 Bylaw 3, Section 6.  Suggested new provisions for severing  
 The 2011 ELCIC Convention passed an amendment to the Administrative Bylaws of the 

ELCIC, Part III, Section 5.  That section is parallel to, but not word-for-word similar to 
this provision in the ELCIC Model Constitution for Congregation. The process for 
suggesting a similar amendment to the models for congregations involves notification by 
the national church to synods and then suggested changes from the synods. That process 
has not yet been completed.  The reference to the ELCIC change to Administrative 
Bylaws can be found in the Bulletin of Reports for the 2011 ELCIC Convention page F-
97 as Motion #17.   

 
32 Bylaw 4, Section 4.b.  adds the word “territory”  

The 1988 BC Draft removed it, correctly, because the specific BC Synod does not 
involve any Canadian Territory.  However, the source document for this new model was 
the 2010 ELCIC Model and it has the word “territory.”  You may keep or remove this 
word.   

 
33 Bylaw 4, Section 6  Deletion of provision of “other worker” 

The 1988 BC Draft added language throughout this section to cover “another worker” 
and modified language to cover both the pastor and any other worker (i.e. removing the 
words “the pastor” in other cases).  The new model removes these provisions. 

 
34 Bylaw 4, Section 6  Removal of pastor’s mandatory retirement at age 65 

One main reason for amendments in the 2010 ELCIC Model was change and clarification 
in legislation around mandatory retirement.  The provision for a pastor’s retirement at age 
65 was removed and this new wording substituted.  This is understood to be a legal 
requirement for amendment by congregations. 

         
35 Bylaw 4, Section 7  Replacing “for” with “to” 

This was a typographical error that is corrected here. 
 
36 Bylaw 5, Section 1  Adding provision for semi-annual or quarterly meetings 

This was [in square brackets] in the 1988 BC Draft, so some congregations may already 
have this wording. 

 
37 Bylaw 5, Section 3  Notice of Meeting 

Notice of meetings, and especially of the annual meeting, is a vital concern of the BC 
Society Act and the Office of the Registrar.  The Society Act does not expect that a 
society will ever meet weekly for any reason, as a congregation does for worship, and so 
demands certain provisions for notice.  The 1988 BC Draft was able to get permission for 
a compromise for written notice given at worship and this is maintained in this 2011 BC 
Model.  The use of “three consecutive Sundays” instead of “fourteen days” removes any 
possibility of ambiguity. For congregational meetings there is the option for written 
notice by postal service and this is an “or” provision here.  [NOTE: The “or” changes to 
“and” for any meeting that considers an amendment to Constitution and Bylaws.  
(See Bylaw 9, Section 1a.)] 
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38 Bylaw 5, Section 3  Removing notice of special business for (some) meetings 
The 1988 BC Draft added language required for the annual meeting.  Please note that 
while this language has been removed, the provision for notice for a  “special resolution” 
(see beginning of the Bylaws and Note 13 above) still applies. 

 
39 Bylaw 5, Section 4  Quorum 

Size of quorum is a critical concern of the BC Society Act.  The Act says, “never less 
than 3."  The 1988 BC Draft removed the blank from the Merger Model 1985 and just 
made the number “Fifteen.”  Many congregations in BC name a number, with a great 
variety of practice but never less than 3.  A few name 10% of voting membership, others 
20%.  One with a % also adds, “number must be 3 or more.”  The blank in this model 
was acceptable to the Registrar of Companies office provided we addressed the need for 
a minimum quorum in a cover letter with the model.  Congregations must fill in this 
blank and, if using a percentage instead of a figure, should add the words “but never less 
than 3" (or whatever number you choose that is great than that).   

 
40 Bylaw 5, Section 5  Proxy or absentee voting not permitted 

This additional section appears first in the 2006 ELCIC Model.  The following section is 
renumbered. 

 
41 Bylaw 5, Section 6  Removing one reference to the BC Society Act 

Even though these words are removed here, we need to respect what the words point to:  
that Bourinot’s Rules of Order do not override the Society Act of BC.  That remains true 
whether we say it here or not. 

 
42 Bylaw 6, Alternate 1, Section 1 and Bylaw 6, Alternate 2, Sections 1, 2, 3, 4    

Council members must be voting members and Board members must be voting members 
This might seem to be a fairly obvious provision; however, it was not spelled out until the 
amendments in the 2006 ELCIC Model. 

 
43 Bylaw 6, Alternate 1, Section 2 and Bylaw 6, Alternate 2, Section 6  

Pastor has voice but no vote on Council.  Following merger in 1986 the meaning of “ex 
officio” was explained from Bourinot and the Oxford English Dictionary as meaning, “by 
virtue of office” and the interpretation was that pastors had voice and vote on Council.  
Various legislation since 1986 suggests that a salaried staff person (e.g. the pastor) should 
not have vote on recommendations about salary.  The 2006 ELCIC Model added these 
new words, “with voice but no vote.”  
 

44 Bylaw 6, Alternate 1, Section 4  Optional added wording removed 
The 1988 BC Draft for some reason added the words, “the following officers” and then 
removed the particle, “a”  from the list of officers.  This 2011 BC Model restores the 
wording of the Merger Model 1985 as also in the 2010 ELCIC Model. 

 
45 Bylaw 6, Alternate 1, previous Section 5  and Bylaw 6, Alternate 2, previous Section 4. 

Removal of Council member 
The proper process for removal of a director of a society is a key concern of the BC 
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Society Act.  For congregations, this means the removal of a Council member.  The 1988 
BC Draft added new sections to each Alternate of this bylaw.  In preparing this new BC 
model this was instead combined with a similar provision in a later bylaw for removal 
from Council because of inactivity.  In all cases the provision of the BC Society Act is 
added to that of the ELCIC.  Following sections are re-numbered because one whole 
section is removed.  The sections where this provision now appears are: 

 Bylaw 6, Alternate 1, Section 8 and Bylaw 6, Alternate 2, Section 11 
 
46 Bylaw 6, Alternate 1, Section 5 and Bylaw 6, Alternate 2, Section 8.  Council may adopt 

other policies  
This provision was added in the 2006 ELCIC Model. 

 
47  Bylaw 6, Alternate 1, Section 7 and Bylaw 6, Alternate 2, Section 10.  Filling vacancy at 

next congregational meeting 
This new 2011 BC Model restores the wording of the Merger Model and the 2010 ELCIC 
Model. 

 
48 Bylaw 6, Alternate 1, Section 9 and Bylaw 6, Alternate 2, Section 12.  Removal of 

Council member by Council for termination of membership or suspension 
This is a new section added by National Church Council in the 2006 ELCIC Model.  As it 
stands here in this new 2011 BC Model, these are fairly obvious provisions based on 
provisions of membership in the congregation but were not spelled out before in terms of 
membership on Council.  The 2006 NCC amendment, however, had an additional 
provision for Council itself dismissing a Council member but this was dropped in BC 
where only the congregation can dismiss a director or officer (as found in a previous 
section).   

 
49 Bylaw 7,  Section 3 (both Alternates)  No need to file with BC Registrar of Companies 

Each congregation still has to send in a list of directors.  The change, though, is this:  
Prior to November 2004, societies in BC were required to file a copy of their whole 
annual report with the Registrar of Companies Office.  Most particularly, this meant an 
audited financial report of the society.  Therefore the 1988 BC Draft added this provision 
to the Merger Model 1985.  New legislation following November 2004 made this 
provision unnecessary and it has been removed from this 2011 BC Model.  While 
congregations still need to send in the list of directors as required by the Registrar of 
Companies, they do not have to send in their annual reports.   

 
50 Bylaw 7, Section 6  (both Alternates)  “and” instead of  “or” 

The 1988 BC Draft said “The treasurer or the financial secretary . . .” instead of “The 
treasurer and the financial secretary . . .”  This 2011 BC Model corrects that to uniform 
ELCIC usage. 

 
51 Bylaw 7, Section 6  (both Alternates)  “meetings” instead of  “meeting” 

ELCIC usage is the plural: “meetings”. 
 
52 Bylaw 7, Section 6  (both Alternates)  Financial officers being bonded by ELCIC 
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The 1988 BC Draft added the words, “by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada.”  
However, no ELCIC models have ever had that language.  This 2011 BC Model restores 
the uniform ELCIC wording (i.e. without these added words). 

 
53 Bylaw 7, Alternate 1, Section 7.l. and m. and Bylaw 7, Section 7.j. and k.  “the church-at-

large” instead of “the church at large”  
This is a requested amendment by the BC Synod in preparing a new BC Model.  Since 
the term “the church” is defined earlier as being the ELCIC  [i.e. Constitution, Article II, 
Purpose, the second paragraph], Synod Council felt that the meaning of the phrase 
“church at large” means more than just the synod and church – especially in Alt 1 m. and 
Alt 2 k.  As a result, the hyphens were added to make the word technically and 
substantively different.  

 
54 Bylaw 6, Alternate 2, Section 1.  Term for officers in Alternate 2 

The Merger Model 1985 and the 1988 BC Draft both have “. . . term of one year.” The 
amendments in the 2006 ELCIC Model opened this up to longer terms and removed one 
and inserted the blank.  However, the “(s)” that completes the option for longer terms was 
missing. This 2011 BC Model adds that completion. 

  
55 Bylaw 6, Alternate 2, previous Section 2.  Making separate sections again for each board 

The 1988 BC Draft economized by trying to describe identical provisions of all three 
boards in one section.  This new 2011 BC Model restores uniform ELCIC usage, thereby 
appearing to add two more sections and causing the renumbering that follows.  This also 
restores the suggested membership in the 1988 BC Draft of 3-5 members on the boards to 
the blank that is found in the ELCIC models. 

 
56 Bylaw 6, Alternate 2, Section 5.  Defining the Council in Alternate 2 

This new 2011 BC Model again restores uniform ELCIC usage.  
 
57 Bylaw 6, Alternate 2, Section 13.  Notice for special Council meeting 

The 1988 BC Draft had amended the Merger Model 1985 by inserting “seven” instead of 
the blank, but only in this alternate (i.e. as opposed to that found in Alternate 1).  This 
2011 BC Model returns the usage to that of the ELCIC Models in both Alt. 1 and 2 (i.e. 
as a blank). 

 
58 Bylaw 7, Alternate 2, Section 7.b.  Seeking to involve members 

It may seem odd to appear to be removing this, but it seems to have been a typographical 
error, possibly from the 1988 BC Draft.  This is item 7b. in Alternate 1 where there is a 
unified Council.  However, this one duty is also then repeated here in duties for each of 
the three boards as we see following in Section 8.c, Section 9.g, and Section 10.c.  In the 
ELCIC models, this unified duty does not appear in the list for Council but in these three 
sections for the boards.  This uniform ELCIC usage is restored here.  Removing it leads 
to re-numbering in what follows. 

 
59 Bylaw 7, Alternate 2, Sections 8.a., 9.a, 10a.  Secretary for the Boards 

The 1988 BC Draft removed the provision for each board to appoint a secretary.  This 
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uniform ELCIC usage is restored here. 
 
60 Bylaw 7, Alternate 2, Section 8.c.  Program of evangelism 

The 1988 BC Draft added this language to the Merger Model 1985.  It is removed here to 
conform to ELCIC usage, and is specified more succinctly in the next sub-section. 

 
61 Bylaw 7, Alternate 2, Section 9.d.  Wording changes 

The 1988 BC Draft made some stylistic changes to the wording in the Merger Model 
1985.  This 2011 BC Model restores uniform ELCIC usage.   

 
62 Bylaw 7, Alternate 2, Section 10 f. and Section 11  Written reports to the annual meeting 

The 2006 ELCIC Model moved this line to a new Section 11 in order to make it apply to 
the Council and Boards, not just to the Board of Education.   

 
63 Bylaw 9, Section 1.  Amendment procedures 

The amendment process has been one of the most problematic things in working with the 
Registrar of Companies office.  Many different results show up in the Constitution and 
Bylaws of congregations that have been approved by Victoria.  That provide  some 
leeway with respect to arriving at a form of this Bylaw that remained as close as possible 
to the desired ELCIC models, while at the same time meeting the requirements of the 
Society Act. 
 
In the first place, it was the 1988 BC Draft that added the words that are now being 
crossed out and removed again.  The content of those words is still true, of course, but the 
words do not need to appear here and are removed to so as to make the result as close as 
possible to the ELCIC models. 

 
64 Bylaw 9, Section 1a.  Notice of amendments 

The Society Act’s required notice of fourteen days also appears here.  However, note that 
for Amendments, you also are required to MAIL the proposed amendments to all voting 
members not less than 30 days prior to the meeting.  There was concern that “mailed” 
could be interpreted as email – which was not acceptable. by the Registrar of Companies.  
As a result, “by postal service” is inserted.  The 2006 ELCIC Model also modified the 
verb to complement the plural “amendments.” 

 
65 Bylaw 9, Section 1b. and 1c.   One meeting or two? 

The ELCIC models have a much more rigorous amending formula, requiring approval at 
two meetings, where the item 1b. and 1c. read, 

 b.   Approved with or without change by a majority vote of those present and voting; 
 c.   Approved without further change at a second congregational meeting to be held 

no less than thirty days later by a two-thirds majority vote of those present and 
voting. 

However, the Office of the Registrar could not abide the verb “approved” showing up at 
two different meetings, even in this form.  A compromise was reached that preserves the 
two-meeting process by this new 1b. where it omits the word “approved” but does 
specify that “three-quarters” is required for special resolution.  Approval was also granted 
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to use the words “three-quarters” rather than “75 percent” so that it corresponds to the 
rest of the document (e.g. that uses “two-thirds” in other places that do not require special 
resolution).   

 
66 Bylaw 9, Section 1d.  Notice and approval by Synod Council 

The Registrar of Companies is not concerned – for their purposes – whether amendments 
are approved by the Synod Council.  Further, the 1988 BC Draft had dropped the 
provision in the Merger Model 1985 for “official notice and approval by the Synod 
Council,” resulting in some BC congregations failing to send amendments to the Synod 
Office.  This stipulation is now restored here, so that notice and approval are required by 
both the Synod Council and the Registrar of Companies. 

 
67 Date at end of document.  Approved April 3, 2011 by National Church Council of the 

ELCIC 
This date now identifies this document, noting the official date it was approved. 


