
New Roof for The Lord of Life Church

The Lord of Life congregation wants to say thank you to all the

persons and churches of the BC Synod for their gracious gifts we have

received over the last two years.

In April we were able to put a metal roof on the church.  This roof

should last us a very long time.  We were able to get it on for $25,000.

This was more than a shingle roof and less then the highest quote we got

for metal, so we are very happy.

Lord of Life is a small church, the only one in Sandspit.  We offer an

apartment upstairs for visiting Pastors, their families and friends.  We ask

only that they hold service for us on the Sunday(s) they

are here.

We offer the community an alternate meeting place

with a kitchen and meeting area downstairs. The local

seniors group meets once a week for a potluck and

games.

In December we raise funds for and take care of the

community Christmas Hampers. During the rest of the year we have a

small food shelf for those who need assistance. We believe that we serve

our Lord well with what we are able to do.

Because half of our small congregation works on Sunday we have our

service at five in the evening.  A little different but it works for us.  We are

very thankful for St. Paul’s Prince Rupert for their support for many years.

They and the Synod together with the Synod Office make sure we have a

pastor at least once a month for most of the year.  The fact that they are

able to have an intern each year has made this easier for all of us.

Again we say thank you for this wonderful gift.

Thank You For

 This

Wonderful Gift

Contact: lansask@shaw.ca, billdemetrioff@telus.net or

    mlehanson@telus.net if you have articles or comments.

The Lord of Life Church, Sandspit
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Introducing John the Giver

Many of the readings we hear through the summer months tell the

stories of people who have acted in faith, sharing what “little” they have

only to be provided with more to share! The stories of widow of Zarephath

and the boy with the lunch of loaves and fish provide models for us. Our

ancestors seemed to know the value of a good story. We received the faith

and wisdom of previous generations through the stories that were told as

we sat on or by the knees of our elders. The technologies used may have

changed but storytelling is still a gracious way to get to know one another

and to pass on the faith. We hope that you will be encouraged and inspired

by these two stories of what we can accomplish as a generous group of

congregations in British Columbia, known collectively as the BC Synod.

The community we share is powerful and effective.

“I thank my God for every one of you... (Rms.1:8)

Mary Hanson, Chair, Synod Stewardship Committee

The Stewardship committee has put a face called

“John the Giver” on our program.

The main purpose is to open our hearts and

minds, to view Stewardship not with any pre-

conceptions but as a way of life. We all have heard

stewardship referred to as Time, Talents and Treasure,

but have we considered it as an act of worship,

expression of our faith or a discipline for spiritual

growth?

God is the ultimate giver. God gave us bread to

eat and seeds to sow. Some things God sends our

way are given as seed for us to sow into the lives of

others. Every day we need to give our self entirely to

God. “Lord, I am Yours. I want to be a vessel fit for Your use. I dedicate

myself to You: I give You my hands, my mouth, my mind, my body, my

money, and my time.”

If we chase God, He will chase us with blessings. God’s economy

doesn’t work the way we think it should. First is last, and last is first. If we

want more, we are to give away some of what we have. To be great in

God’s kingdom, we must serve the needs of others.

continued on page 3



Born as Pastors?

Where do pastors come from? The quick answer, of course, is that they come

where everyone else does.  Created by God, and born as people —yes. But born as

pastors? No. The men and women called by  God  through the church to lead our

congregations  as ordained and consecrated ministers do not just “appear”.  The

church God has called and gathered — and specifically your synod — plays a key role

in raising pastors and diaconal ministers.

In our Lutheran tradition  rostered  ministers are equipped through formal training.

Usually, a university degree is a prerequisite to theological education, which

encompasses four years of intense academic study, as well as a supervised internship.

Diaconal ministers undergo similar formal service, equally intense, with an emphasis on

serving in parish as well as non-parish settings.

Having gone through the theological education process myself, I can attest to its

intensity and rewards — the main reward, of course, being the ability to serve the

people of God in the  Lutheran tradition.  Both at the seminary itself, and on internship

in Prince Rupert and Smithers, I could not have received the high quality training I did

without the support of the  BC Synod as well as the three other western synods. In

saying that, I am sure that I can speak on behalf of many of my colleagues.

Some folks might not be aware that most of the rostered ministers currently serving

the four western synods of the ELCIC underwent training at Lutheran Theological

Seminary in Saskatoon. Some might also not be aware that this seminary is owned by

the four western synods. Synodical benevolence goes toward supporting the seminary

and helping the church raise pastors and diaconal ministers for the future. However,

the synods’ support of the seminary students goes beyond financial support. Bishops

and other mentors take a keen interest in the progress of students. Specifically, CTEL

(Committee of Theological Education and Leadership) helps students as they discern

their call.

Your BC synod also helps students once they make the transition from students-

in-training to ministers in the parish. In recent years, the four western synods have

established a “first call program,” which entails guidance and mentoring by

Seminary Students, Staff, and Faculty at Daily Worship
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experienced rostered ministers as well as close contact with synodical bishops. Usually

this involves special gatherings where new pastors and diaconal ministers meet and

study a topic of special relevance to their ministries. This is a great opportunity for

bishops to establish pastoral relationships with new pastors, as they encounter the

rewards and challenges of ministry.

I attended three such meetings: in Calgary, Winnipeg, and Saskatoon.  Each of

these was a great opportunity to learn and enhance collegial relationships with bishops

and peers.

 In all of these ways, your synod supports the mentoring and nourishment of those

called.  Limited funding limits what your synod can do in the way of raising and

training pastors and diaconal ministers.  On the other hand, generous giving allows for

better programming and an enhancement of the quality of training.

Thomas Keeley

Introducing John the Giver          continued from page 1

Considering how essential all types of Stewardship are to our ministry, we need to

have more emphasis and conversations around this topic. Therefore we give you “John

the Giver”.

How do we relate to Stewardship? Is our attitude affected or changed when the

topic is raised? We need to feel at ease with this particular topic, so that our main focus

is on our mission?

The Lord told Habakkuk to write the vision that God had given him, and to engrave

it plainly on tablets that everyone who passed could read it easily.

•  What is the mission of our Church?  Simply stated our mission is to change

  lives.

•  How do we accomplish the mission of our Church?  The straightforward answer

    is Stewardship!

Our principal concern in giving should not be where to give, or how to give, or

how much to give.  First, let us focus on the why.

Stewardship is Good News!

Bill Demetrioff, Synod Stewardship Committee

Workshops

The BC Synod Stewardship Committee hosted a Stewardship Workshop at Mt.

Olive Lutheran Church in White Rock on May 25 for congregations of the Lower Fraser

Valley. If you would like to have a workshop in your congregation or conference to

explore what stewardship means to you, what stewardship looks like in your

congregations, or to address our similar concerns, please contact one of the following

for more information:

•  mlehanson@telus.net

•  billdemetrioff@telus.net

3


