
 

How Shall we Sing God’s Song? 

Singing in the 21st Century 

I was born in the mid 1950’s 

in Vancouver, B.C. and grew 

up in the “Little Berlin” 

neighbourhood of the city.  

Most of the kids were children 

of immigrants from Germany 

and central Europe who came 

to Canada after World War II.  

Our families didn’t have 

much starting out, but music 

seemed to be an integral part 

of our community from the 

very beginning—especially 

singing. We heard and saw 

our parents and grandparents 

sing in so many different 

spheres of day-to-day life—at 

home, at church, at school, 

and at social gatherings—it 

was only natural for us to sing 

along with them. We didn’t 

have satellite radio or ipods 

back then, so if we wanted 

music we had only three 

choices – listen to the radio, 

play our records on the stereo, 

or make the music 

ourselves! Sing-alongs were 

common. We heard our 

parents sing at parties, 

around campfires, at picnics, 

and during the Christmas 

season. As kids we seemed 

to pick up singing in social 

settings by osmosis so that 

by the time we were teens 

we carried on singing on our 

own with our friends.   

 

Singing was as natural to us 

as breathing and part of 

everyday life. I am sure that 

this is one of the main 

reasons that our singing at 

church was so vibrant and 

wonderful. We weren’t 

afraid to “Praise the Lord 

with a joyful noise”!  All of 

us, young and old, sang out 

loud and clear, with 

beautiful harmonies.   
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Lift Up Your Hearts! 

Did you know that the 

ELCIC has a new worship 

and spirituality website? 

Please visit  

www.newworship.ca for 

new resources and 

upcoming events to 

inspire your worship 

ministry. Check out the 

Advent, Christmas and 

Epiphany materials under 

the Resources tab.  

You will also find a link 

to the National Worship 

Conference, July 20-23, 

Edmonton Alberta. 

 

Download the Conference  

hymn, “Great God, Whose 

Story” by David Cherwien for 

use in your congregations now 
http://www.nationalworshipconferenc

e.org/wp-

content/uploads/2011/05/ELCiC.2014.C

herwien-hymn.pdf 

     Singing was as natural to us as breathing and 

part of everyday life. . . We weren’t afraid to 

“Praise the Lord with a joyful noise”!   



 Why does this seem to be 

disappearing? Yes, we 

Lutherans still, by and large, 

do love to sing, but our 

singing often isn’t as vibrant 

or exhilarating as it once was 

– why? I believe a number of 

factors are responsible for the 

erosion of our song:   

 

1) attendance at Sunday 

services is down, so we don’t  

have the natural volume that 

was once there.  Human 

nature being what it is, most 

of us don’t want to “stick out” 

or be conspicuous, so singing 

is done more quietly, 

lessening the volume even 

more.  2) Music in the school 

system—together with many 

other Fine Arts programs—

has taken some hard hits over 

the years in favor of more 

academic subjects.  Singing 

isn’t as accessible to our kids, 

thus singing is more of a 

novelty rather than the norm 

for younger people and 

consequently they are not as 

sure of themselves and don’t 

sing out.  3) The demise of the 

family sing-along.  How often 

are our kids exposed to 

spontaneous singing just for 

the joy of it? It seems that 

most people today feel that 

singing is an activity 

primarily reserved for the 

professionals and not 

something “everyday people” 

do. While at one time a 

mainstream activity and a 

principal form of musical 

expression, singing in our day 

appears to be slowly dying. 
 

In our North American 

context, church services 

remain one of the few places 

where singing is still actively 

done. However, without the 

opportunity to engage in it 

outside church we don’t seem 

to be as comfortable with 

singing as we once were. 

Without the wider culture 

supporting its value and 

practice, how do we 

encourage vibrant singing in 

our church life?  How do we 

encourage fearful or hesitant 

singers?  Here are a few 

suggestions that I have found 

helpful:  1) It sounds self-

evident, but choose beautiful, 

pleasing music to the ear. 

Whether it be it energetic or 

pensive, beautiful music can 

entice people to sing.                                                                                                       

2) Plant some strong singers 

in the congregation to help 

boost the confidence of the 

unsure singers.                                                                                                                     

3) Teach new music to smaller 

groups ahead of time (e.g. 

Sunday School, choir, youth, 

seniors, etc.) – these groups 

can then help lead the singing.                                                         

4) Teach new music to the 

congregation before the 

service.                                               

5) Introduce new music as a 

choir anthem or organ/piano 

solo the week before it is to be 

used.                                                                                                                               

6) Use new music as the 

hymn/song of the month or 

season.                                           

7) Choose new liturgies for a 

specific season and repeat 

them for a number of weeks.                                                                                                  

8) As with all new things, 

introduce new music at a pace 

the congregation can easily 

handle – not too much at 

once. For example, if using a 

new liturgy, pair it with 

familiar hymns/songs.  In 

other words, respect your 

congregation’s learning curve.   

9) If you are a musician or 

part of a worship team, you 

must know the music WELL 

yourself.  It’s a good idea to 

have someone accompanying 

and another person leading 

the vocals when introducing 

new music.                                                                                                                              

10) Lastly, remember to 

convey that it’s OKAY to mess 

up! Treat any errors with 

humour – that goes a long 

way to ease any tension. 

     As Lutherans, we love our 

music, especially singing. 

With attentiveness to our 

congregation’s relationship to 

singing and some focused 

strategies to ease their 

learning curve and increase 

their confidence we can pass 

on this great heritage to our 

children and grandchildren.  

All our lives will be richer for 

it! 

Karla Paciejewski is a member and                                                       

Music Director at Our Saviour’s in 

Prince George. 



Worship Notes  
What Does Worship Mean to Me?  

Wow – what a question! How 

long do I have? How much 

can I say that you might read?  

What does worship mean to 

me? Short answer – A LOT.  

Medium answer unfolds in 

point form: 

 

BEING TOGETHER IN A 

COMMUNITY called by and 

calling upon God, made alive 

in Jesus Christ, responding in 

praise and reflection as we are 

energized and enabled by the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

BEING TOGETHER IN A 

COMMUNITY that’s far from 

perfect and yet loved and 

working at being loving – not 

in the sense of “feeling”, 

though to be sure feelings are 

involved. Rather working at 

loving in the sense of being 

committed to caring as we are 

cared for, to forgiving as we 

are being forgiven, to telling 

and proclaiming our story 

because our story of new life 

is intended to be everyone’s 

story. 

 

BEING TOGETHER IN A 

COMMUNITY where 

traditions are handed on, 

sung and prayed together. In 

worship we are not alone. We 

are not reinventing the wheel. 

Yet the wheel continues to 

turn even as traditions are 

“re-woven” to speak in 

languages and ways that 

others may be embraced by. 

So all of the liturgy – music, 

creeds, prayers, the 

celebration of the Eucharist, 

the offering of ourselves, 

continues to evolve even as 

that which we have received 

from before continues to catch 

and enfold us. 

  

BEING TOGETHER IN A 

COMMUNITY that’s both 

particular and at the same 

time universal. We worship 

both as individuals and yet as 

part of a much larger whole. 

Everyone is welcome. 

Everyone can partake in 

worship, regardless of age, 

intellectual capacity, verbal or 

mobile abilities. In worship 

the whole is manifest in a 

particular time and place but 

remains a small microcosm of 

the church universal, living 

and breathing, struggling and 

celebrating, the communion of 

saints. Worship at its best 

both reflects and points to the 

wonderful mystery of God - 

Creator, manifest in the flesh, 

moving as the Spirit. 

  

If any part of this story stirs 

you or your parish to look 

again at the healing ministry 

of the church, I am glad. 

 

Worship then is the actual 

coming together of this 

“body”: in some ways 

tangible, yet often invisible to 

the human eye, beyond full 

comprehension to the human 

mind but ever moving, 

“speaking” and breathing. 

Worship is as essential to the 

individual follower of Jesus as 

is breath to the individual 

person. BEING TOGETHER 

IN A COMMUNITY, WE 

WORSHIP. 

 

Christian worship is amazing. 

Where else does the living 

Christ promise to ever be 

present, to move the ordinary 

into the extraordinary, even 

though we are God breathed 

follicles of dust? To God be 

the glory! 

 
Tim LeDrew is pastor of Our Saviour’s  

in Richmond.  

 

 

 
 



A Company of Voices 
Ancient and Deeply Meaningful Hymn Texts and Their Authors: Part 1

My dad, (Vincent Eriksson, a 

retired ELCIC pastor), said 

something to me about 6 

months ago that became the 

germ of an idea out of which 

this article has grown.  He 

said, “some of our most 

profound and enduring 

hymns have come to us from 

the ancient Christian writers 

from the first centuries.” 

This spurred my curiosity 

which had also been aroused 

by reading some of these 

ancient Christian writers for a 

course on the “Classics of 

Christian Spirituality”.  Some 

of the authors we studied 

were: Gregory of Nyssa, St. 

Bernard of Clairvaux, St. 

Teresa of Avila, Julian of 

Norwich (a woman), and 

Martin Luther.   

In our new hymnal, one can 

search in the index section 

where the sources of hymn 

texts are listed.  And yes! – 

there we see names like 

Clement of Alexandria, Julian 

of Norwich, St Francis of 

Assisi, St. Bernard, “the 

Venerable” Bede, Ambrose of 

Milan, Thomas Aquinas, and 

others. Many of these 

individuals have been 

recognized as “Doctors of the 

Church,”—teachers of 

Christian faith and doctrine. 

Some, like St. Francis and St. 

Bernard have also been called 

“Renewers of the Church”.  

Bernard, in fact, was well 

known to Martin Luther.  

Luther had a great deal of 

affection and respect for 

Bernard because of the 

vibrancy of his faith and the 

orthodoxy of his teachings.  

Luther referred to Bernard in 

an open letter to Pope Leo X.  

He wrote how Bernard, acting 

as a sort of diplomat, had 

advised and helped an earlier 

Pope, Eugenius III, to 

overcome divisions and 

controversies within the 

church.  Luther saw himself in 

a similar role, and hoped to 

achieve reconciliation within 

the Catholic Church while still 

holding firm to essentials of 

Christian faith and practice as 

he understood and professed 

them. Likewise, Luther saw 

himself as a “renewer” of the 

Church, much like many of 

these earlier saints.  

Some of the authors of our 

most ancient hymn texts, like 

Gregory of Nyssa, were 

involved in the Church 

Councils that defined key 

statements of faith such as the 

Nicene Creed.  Others 

suffered martyrdom under 

the Romans for refusing to 

confess that the Emperor was 

divine. When they were 

brought before Roman courts, 

rather than affirm the 

emperor’s divinity, they held 

fast to the confession of their 

faith—that only Jesus, 

together with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit was the one 

triune God. 

One ancient hymn text writer 

who was martyred for his 

faith was Saint Cyprian, 

Bishop of Carthage, 205 – 258 

ca. He wrote the lovely and 

profound hymn text, “Many 

Are the Lightbeams,” – here is 

the first verse: 

Many are the Light beams 

Many are the light beams from the 

One Light. 

Our one Light is Jesus. 

Many are the light beams from the 

One Light;  

we are one in Christ. 

I believe that in our own time 

we are in need of many 

modern day St. Bernards and 

St. Cyprians—those who will 

take up the call to become 

“Renewers of the Church” 

today!  

Jon Eriksson is Music Director at 

Gloria Dei in North Vancouver 



Notes for Assisting Ministers 
A workshop for Assisting Ministers was held last May at Mount Olive in South Surrey. If you missed it, here are 

the notes provided by Lorraine Reinhardt. 

 

• In worship we are living in kairos, time. 

 It is a time of refreshing. 

• Liturgy means “work of the people,” it 

implies action and drama. 

• You are part of the drama or worship. 

Know where you are moving and when 

you are moving and why you are moving. 

• Make gestures appropriate to the size of 

the worship space. Big gestures for large 

spaces and more intimate gestures for 

smaller spaces.  

• Practice any actions or speech ahead of 

time. If you hold the book for the presiding 

minster, practice so you get the distance 

and angle right for the sake of the presider. 

Read your parts aloud before the service. 

• Look for ways to practice hospitality for 

other leaders such as opening the 

hymnbook to the next hymn when they are 

busy with something else. 

• Announce page or hymn numbers clearly 

and slowly. Repeat the number. For a 

hymn, announce the title together with the 

number.  

 

 

 

• Chanting is not singing. It is elongated or 

sung speech. It is word oriented and 

follows word stress.  

• In transitions, practice poise – it helps to 

breathe before you act, and remember –

silence is also part of worship. 

• When leading the prayers of the people, it 

is symbolic to lead the prayers from the 

midst of the people. At the end of the 

petition, breathe before speaking the 

phrase, “Lord in your mercy…” (or 

whatever phrase you use for the 

congregational response). The 

congregation will hear the cue and respond 

accordingly. 

• Practice setting the table for communion, 

as well as clearing the table. Know where 

to put the chalice and the paten, where to 

place the bread and the wine. 

• Choose a dismissal which reflects the 

themes of the day and the lessons. See p. 

115 in the EvLW hymnal. 

• Ultimately, God is the actor. Everything we 

do should bring the focus to God and 

encourage praise of God. 

“Growing Justice” 

KAIROS Canada has prepared an Advent Resource for 2013 focusing on 

four justice themes: Gender Based Violence in the Democratic Republic 

of Congo/HIV AIDS in Africa; International Human Rights/Right 

Relationship; Ecological Justice; and Justice Discipleship.  You can learn 

more and order this resource by visiting their website: 

www.kairoscanada.org/reflections-worship/advent-2013 



 

 

 

 

 Did you enjoy this newsletter? Do you have ideas or suggestions for 

future issues? Then contact one of the committee members below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lorraine Reinhardt, committee chair, lorrainereinhardt@shaw.ca  

Peter Clark, p.belaclark@shaw.ca  

Sylvia Duncan, sylvia.svlc@shaw.ca  

Jon Eriksson, joneriks@telus.net 

Rev. Patricia Giannelia, celc1@telus.net  

Rev. Vida Jaugelis, vda@telus.net 

Karla Paciejewski, akpatch@telus.net  

 

  


