Faith and Society Committee
‘To do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our God.’ Micah 6:8
The Faith and Society committee is a group of rostered and lay people working together to raise
awareness about injustices in the world, walk with people living in unjust conditions and
advocate for the marginalized, oppressed and/or victims of injustice.
Committee Members in 2016: Rev Brenda Nestegaard-Paul (chair)
Brita Park
Kate McCulloch
Current Committee Members: Brita Park
Kate McCulloch (2nd term is now completed)
Joan Beek (Synod Liaison)
Current Committee Positions:
LOWER MAINLAND -

Lay Vacant

LOWER MAINLAND -

Rostered Vacant

NORTH VACANT -

Vacant

SOUTHERN INTERIOR -

Brita Park 2020 (2nd)

VANCOUVER ISLAND -

Vacant

AT LARGE - Lay

Vacant

SYNOD LIAISON - Lay

Joan Beek

Our committee began the 2016 – 2018 term saying goodbye to long time member Jim Berger.
Jim was a valued, passionate committee member who dedicated himself to the mission and
activities of Faith and Society. The remaining three members needed to step back at various
times over the past two years and in early 2018, Pastor Brenda resigned. Brenda has been a
tireless, passionate leader whose vision and commitment to the committee’s work inspired and
nourished the members and projects. Kate’s 2nd term is completed in 2018. Brita remains the
sole member of this committee with one term left to serve.
The following is a chronological account of Faith and Society’s activities:


July 2016: Discerned and announced the recipients of the Compassionate Justice
Initiatives Synod Antipoverty Grant (CJG) that aims to address domestic poverty
alleviation: Nelson, Ascension Lutheran; Prince Rupert, Mustard Seed Family Support;
Surrey, Surrey Urban Mission (SUMS).
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September 2016: Pastor Brenda needed to step back as chair. Later in the fall, both Brita
and Kate stepped back due to personal matters.
November 2016: In the Synod Announcements, our committee encouraged prayers and
viewing a video clip regarding the Site C Dam project as follow up to our related motion
at the 2016 BC Synod Convention.
Fall 2016: Dialogue with the Bishop and Synod Council, as follow up to a related motion
at the 2016 BC Synod Convention, to establish Baby Friendly Guidelines for churches,
Synod office, and SUMS.
January 2017: All three members took a six month leave
March 2017: Baby Friendly Guideline package mailed to churches, Synod office and
SUMS.
April 2017 – Inquired whether parishes in the cities of Vancouver and Victoria would be
interested in receiving training for administration of Naloxone and a Naloxone kit. No
responses.
April 2017 - Welcomed Joan Beek as Synod liaison
July 2017: Discerned and announced the recipients of the Compassionate Justice
Initiatives Synod Antipoverty Grant (CJG) that aims to address domestic poverty
alleviation: Victoria, Lutheran Church of the Cross; Port Alberni, Trinity Anglican and
Lutheran Church.
Fall 2017: Connected with churches, Synod office and SUMS to inquire about the Baby
Friendly Guidelines and evaluate the process and current state of this project.
October 25, 2017 – All three committee members completed and submitted the
Questionnaire from Synod Council together.
January 11, 2018 – Pastor Brenda Nestegaard-Paul resigned

Looking back on the past term, Faith and Society has followed through with the motions passed
at the 2016 BC Synod convention. We attempted new work, such as the Naloxone kits at
relevant churches, but did not find partnerships to complete this. Our membership has
struggled and now there is one remaining committee member. The future of this committee
and the work towards social justice yet to be done are lifted up to all in our Synod for prayerful
consideration of how we are called to respond.
Thank you for the prayers and support of our work over the past two years. May all of our
hearts be open to the prompting of the Spirit in relation to this ministry and may God’s peace
be with you all.
Respectfully submitted in Christ,
Kate McCulloch and Brita Park
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Missions Committee
As was reported two years ago the major focus of the Missions Committee has been to seek
ways to support our synod’s missional renewal process. While the committee does not have a
direct role in the leadership of this initiative we have been able to be a significant resource to
the process, largely through our administration of the annual CECF grants as will be described
below.
The Committee’s activities are summarized under the following paragraphs:
Congregational Support
The Missions Committee has traditionally been the body to initiate and support new
congregations and ministries in our synod and to assist congregations whose ministries possess
a unique missional element. At the time of the last convention we were still supporting
Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Surrey as it struggled to discern a future without its long-time
pastor, Rev. Henry Guo. Since then the congregation, sadly, has closed and accordingly our
financial support ceased in July of 2016. An invitation to host its former members was
graciously extended by Trinity Lutheran Church in Delta and some of their members did
connect there.
The Committee has continued to support two other ministries. The first is the North Thompson
Shared Ministry, in which one of our clergy (Rev. Brian Krushel) is serving a two-point
ecumenical ministry partnering with the Anglican and United churches in Barriere and
Clearwater. This support enables Pastor Krushel to provide a Lutheran presence, and to connect
with Lutherans, in these two rural communities The second ministry under support is a
partnership between Faith Lutheran Church and St. Aidan’s Anglican Church in Kelowna that
began about three years ago, which has been served by another one of our clergy, Rev. Rick
Schulz. This initiative was a way for these two neighbouring congregations to share clergy
leadership and find ways to enliven their individual missions to the community. Subsequently,
St. Aidan’s has closed and several of its members have joined Faith Lutheran. It is hoped that
this latest development will allow the Lutheran and Anglican faithful of this neighbourhood to
pursue their vision of mission to the community with a renewed energy.
CECF Grants
One important role of the Missions Committee is to make available each year one-time grants
to support mission projects applied for by congregations and ministries of the synod. The funds
come from our synod’s allocation of the annual interest generated by the Church Extension and
Capital Fund (CECF).
One way we have sought to support the missional renewal process is by encouraging
applications for grants which promote projects in the nature of missional experiments. It is our

Committees

Section F

3

hope that this will help and encourage congregations to explore what it means to engage with
their neighbourhoods in more missional ways.
Accordingly, our primary focus now is on encouraging applications for grants to fund
experiments that:
a) explore what God is doing in the neighbourhood;
b) seek to develop relationships between congregations and others in the community;
c) encourage participation in God’s mission in the local community;
d) encourage action and reflection learning.
As well, each successful applicant is now asked to submit the “faith story” of their experiment
within a year after being successfully funded. This is a form of accountability for use of the
funds. But more importantly its a way to gather stories to share across the church in the hopes
of inspiring other congregations and ministries to catch the vision of missional living. And its our
way to engage in ongoing learning as a synod about being missional.
Over the last two years we have funded the following recipients and projects:
• King of Life, Coquitlam to fund various mission experiments such as a community board
games event, neighbourhood block party, and meal with the local Muslim community;
• Ascension Lutheran, Nelson to fund re-establishment of outreach ministry (food and laundry
services) to the homeless population;
• St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert to fund activities to promote reconciliation with Aboriginal
neighbours, i.e. community potluck, movie discussion, blanket exercise, community mural
and garden.
• St. Paul’s, Prince Rupert to fund outreach ministry to remote locations;
• First Lutheran, Vancouver to fund lay-based pastoral care network aimed at refugee families
within the congregation and the neighbourhood;
• Trinity, Port Alberni to fund a Messy Church experiment as outreach to the neighbourhood.
• Trinity, Delta to fund “Meet Your Neighbours” BBQ event;
• BC synod to help sustain the missional renewal process in our synod.
The Committee is committed to assisting congregations in any way to think through and
develop applications for CECF grants. To this end we held our first ever video-conference
workshop in February of 2018 to answer questions and stimulate imagination for future grant
applications. As well, we are actively committed to regularly reflecting on the stories of the
experiments funded to help the synod reap missional learnings and to improve the way the
Committee functions to support, encourage, and equip congregations to take advantage of the
CECF grant process.
Global Mission
The BC Synod has a Global Mission Companion (formerly Companion Synod) relationship with
the Lutheran Church in Peru (Iglesia Luterana en el Peru - IL-P). The original companion
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agreement was signed in 2004, and expired after ten years. It has not been renewed until now,
due to internal struggles at IL-P.
However, after some recent conversations, both BC Synod and IL-P are exploring the possibility
of renewing the companion agreement, in order to continue to journey together, to support
each other in prayer, and to learn from each other. Global Mission Companion relationships are
based on accompaniment - walking together in faith.
As BC Synod and IL-P continue to explore the future of the relationship, the committee will
continue to look for ways to engage the members of our synod to participate. We are in need
of identifying persons within our synod (hopefully able to speak Spanish) who hear and respond
to the call to creatively engage with our companion church. While it is important to see our
neighbours within our community, we also need to remember that God's work in this world is
not limited to where we are. Spirit also calls us to learn from and journey with our sisters and
brothers beyond our borders.
Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Eric Krushel
Chair Synod Missions Committee
Synod Missions Consultant
Elina Singh
Global Missions Liaison to Synod Missions Committee
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Committee for Theological Education and Leadership (CTEL)
CTEL meets semi-annually to review and support candidates for diaconal and rostered ministry.
We tracked 4 MDiv candidates (1 was later ordained and 1 began internship), 1 BTh candidate
and 4 Diaconal candidates in 2016 and 2017. Generally, we try to have developmental interviews
completed by end of March and annual endorsements completed for the start of a new school term.
Bishop Greg Mohr reported on pertinent Synod information. Dr. Michael Nel, former president of

LTS, and later, Rev. Kristine Ruffatto, brought an update on students, including their enrollment
status and progress in their course work. It was reported that the new president, Dr William
Harrison, is very experienced in seminary education. LTS, now the main seminary for MDiv
programs, has moved to more online courses. Online courses provide increased flexibility for
mature student candidates who are often pursuing studies at LTS as a second career choice.
After reviewing student financing and needs, CTEL initiated a transportation subsidy application process
for grant monies. Students have been notified about this assistance. The overriding challenge for CTEL
and LTS continues to be to attract new students. Recruitment efforts are strongly encouraged in every
congregation.

In the past year we reviewed the candidacy manual for the national Program Committee for
Leadership and Ministry (PCLM) and provided input to Rosalene Saleski, their representative
who attends our CTEL meetings. Part way through the year, Rev. Ed Chell was appointed to
CTEL as rostered member at large to fill a vacancy when Bishop Ray Schultz resigned.
Respectfully submitted,
Ann Baty, chairperson
CTEL members: Marvin Svingen, Glenn Harvey (secretary), Rev. Jennifer Wilson, Hugo Nunez-Angel,
and Rev. Ed Chell, Bishop Greg Mohr, Ann Baty (chair)
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Youth Committee
I was warmly welcomed onto the BC Synod Youth Committee last year and attended my first
meeting on April 22nd. Little did I know that not only was I an Island representative but that I
would become Chair of the Committee! All members and representatives on board have
graciously given help and guidance in understanding what my role is, and what the workings of
the committee pertain. Over the last couple of years ongoing work through a couple of
immensely important questions: Who are we? What is our purpose and goal?
In order to address the first question, we are currently updating our contact list of youth groups
so that we can have more dialogue between the youth, youth leaders and the committee. This
allows for events, ideas, tools, concerns and questions to be shared and addressed. We are
currently refreshing our mandate, as we felt that it could use some spiffying up, some of the
directives are still very relevant and in fluctuation, however the language could use some
improvement. We have also discussed the idea of hiring a Synod youth worker to help foster
relationships among youth and leaders in congregations across the synod and better engage
both parties through training opportunities and shared events. We understand that the funds
aren't available at this time, but still consider it to be an idea worth exploring in the future.
Discussion of merging with the Campus Ministry Committee was ruled out as the needs of
individuals on campus are far different from what the purpose of our committee currently is.
We are enthusiastic to have more new members join the committee and look forward to a
couple more! Synod announcements was the place we started by putting the call out to other
Lutheran congregations. We also presented a motion to allow a representative from BCYAYM (
British Columbia Yukon Anglican Youth Movement) to sit on the committee, granting them full
voice and vote, with the hope that they will bring with them some fresh ideas. We are also
seeking to build connection with the Diocese of New West Minster.
CLAY (The Canadian Lutheran and Anglican Youth Gathering) is an initiative that we are
continuing to support. There are a few youth groups this year attending CLAY from BC, both
Lutheran and Anglican congregations. We will be drawing congregations together before the
gathering with a regional events, both on the mainland and the island. Which will hopefully
help foster more meaningful friendships, for all who are able to attend. Reaching out to
Anglican youth going to CLAY for joining in on a pre-gathering event is also perculating.
Regional Events, we have had in past years include a corn maze event in the lower mainland
however last year it was cancelled due to the inclement weather. Two youth groups, St Paul’s,
Maple Ridge and Good Shepherd, Coquitlam did come together to go bowling that night. There
is an ongoing discussion about an event in the Okanagan possibly Camp Owaissi next year 2019.
That would encompass faith building, service, and social, components. Some linked events are
an idea that we are exploring as well so that those who live outside the lower mainland can
participate as well.
.
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We are looking at running a second round of T-shirt Orders for the upcoming Thunder Bay trip
in August as well as for Synod. It will be a new design so please place in your orders and we will
sell them at BC Synod Convention also.
Inspire Conference that is held annually provides an opportunity for leaders of children, youth,
and young adults to come together to be educated about various aspects of each of these
ministries. In 2017 we helped to Subsidize one youth leader to attend the conference.
Thanks to the Synod's Zoom video conferencing account we were able to hold digital meetings
this year is greatly helping us to supplement our annual meeting while deferring the costs of
travel and accommodation for those who live outside of the lower mainland.
We are looking forward to a great many things! It brings a lot of excitement. There is much
learning, organizing, hard work and community to be built on. We pray for God’s guidance on
this wonderful journey, that we can flourish, adapt, and provide for the youth and future youth
of our Synod!
Submitted by Amber Santarelli
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Worship Committee
The Synod Committee for Worship serves as a worship and music resource for the Synod at
large, and as a resource for congregations. A specific task of the Committee is to plan, prepare,
and coordinate the various worship services at Synod Conventions. On occasion, worship
related workshops have been offered as part of pre-convention activities. Workshops can also
be provided for congregations on a regional basis.
The Synod Worship Committee publishes an occasional newsletter – Sounds of Joy, which also
serves as a worship resource for pastors, diaconal ministers and congregations.
The Synod Worship Committee has also served as a particular resource for vacant
congregations, in the provision of a weekly sermon ROTA. Various pastors in the Synod provide
a copy of their Sunday sermon for congregations without an incumbent pastor, or when the
parish pastor is on vacation or study leave. As of this spring, the ROTA has been expanded to a
nationally available resource for any ELCIC congregation. This has led to additional sermon
contributors from other parts of the ELCIC.
The National Worship Conference will take place in Victoria, July 16-19, and to that end, the
Committee has promoted the event, and has provided two bursaries of $300 each to be made
available to lay persons who have either never attended a worship conference, or have not
attended for the past number of years.
Current Committee members include: Lorraine Reinhardt, Katrina Vigen, Karla Paciejewski, Vida
Jaugelis, Patricia Giannelia, Dorothy Chu, Sylvia Duncan, and Fleming Blishen.
Respectfully submitted,
Patricia Giannelia
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