Report from the 2018 Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee is charged with presenting two names for each open position on Synod
Council (with the exception of the positions of Bishop and Treasurer, which are by ecclesiastical ballot
and Synod Council appointment, respectively) and the LTS Board of Governors, as well as reporting
on the names nominated as BC delegates to the 2019 ELCIC National Convention. Please keep in
mind that people can be nominated from the floor at Convention for all positions available.
This year is the first year we are moving to our 3-year cycle, so the list of positions for Synod Council
will be more extensive. The Nominating Committee did their best in finding two names for each
position for Synod Council, but unfortunately there are some positions for which we could only find
one name, which will be apparent in the list.
Also, with the new structure around the National Convention, our Synod is divided into four electoral
regions with its own number of lay and rostered delegates, which is as follows:
Lower Mainland Region: 3 Lay; 3 Rostered
North Region: 2 Lay; 1 Rostered
Southern Interior Region: 2 Lay; 2 Rostered
Vancouver Island Region: 2 Lay; 1 Rostered
Youth: 1 delegate
The Nominating Committee was not responsible for seeking out nominations for the National
Convention, but we did distribute the policy governing the election of National Convention delegates.
Names were to be forwarded by congregations, councils, and groups of 10 more members in good
standing of a BC Synod Congregation.
All biographical information is found on the BC Synod website (bcsynod.org), and we ask that all
delegates review the material prior to the election process. Without further ado, here are our
nominations (names are listed in alphabetical order by last name and not in any way by importance
or bias):
Synod Council:
(i = incumbent)
Bishop:
-by ecclesiastical ballot (please see note above)
Chairperson:
1. Stephen Holmes
2.
Secretary:
1. Rev. Kristen Steele (i)
2.
Treasurer:
Jerry Nieman (as appointed by Synod Council, please see note above)

Lower Mainland Region, Rostered:
1. Rev. Dean Andersen (i)
2. Rev. Eric Krushel)
North Region, Lay:
1. Joan Beek (i)
2. Loris Martin
Southern Interior Region, Rostered:
1. Rev. Erik Bjorgan (i)
2. Rev. Rick Schulz
Vancouver Island Region, Lay:
1. Leslie “Skip” Triplett (i)
2.
At Large #1, Lay:
1. Fred Busch
2. Karen Lee
At Large #2, Lay:
1. Brenda Eastman (i)
2.
At Large #1, Rostered:
1. Rev. Fleming Blishen (i)
2. Rev. Dave Lefsrud
At Large #2, Rostered:
1. Rev. Patricia Giannelia
2. Rev. Vida Jaugelis

Board of Governors, Lutheran Theological Seminary, Rostered position
1. Rev. Dorothy Chu
2. Rev. Christoph Reiners (i)

Delegates for 2019 ELCIC National Convention (Regina, SK, July 11-13, 2019)
Youth (1 to be elected)
1. Aubrey Maddock
2. Emmanuel Manu
Lower Mainland Region, Lay (3 to be elected)
1. Gene Blishen
2. Siri Olesen
3. Janet Ray
4. Dorothy Reid
5. Vivienne Welters
Lower Mainland Region, Rostered (3 to be elected)
1. Rev. Denise Doerksen
2. Rev. Carolina Glauster
3. Rev. Eric Krushel
4. Rev. Clifford Reinhardt
North Region, Lay (2 to be elected)
No nominations received to date
North Region, Rostered (1 to be elected)
1. Rev. Diana Edis
Southern Interior Region, Lay (2 to be elected)
1. Karen Lee
2. Edward Weitzel
Southern Interior Region, Rostered (2 to be elected)
1. Rev. Giannelia, Patricia
Vancouver Island Region, Lay (2 to be elected)
1. Triplett, Leslie "Skip"
Vancouver Island Region, Rostered (1 to be elected)
No nominations received to date

This concludes the report of the 2018 Nominating Committee.
Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Nathan Fong
on behalf of Rev. Fleming Blishen, Rev. Ed Chell, Rev. Brian Krushel, Brigitte McKenzie, Rev. Roland
Ziprick.
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Dean Andersen

Synod Council

Lower Mainland
Rostered
Christ Lutheran Church
I have served as pastor for over 30 years in three synods of the ELCIC, had
positions on the National Faith and Society committee/working group, served as
Conference Dean in four conferences and served on the planning committee for
the BC Synod Study Conference for the last 5 years.
I am a good listener and in fact like to listen more than I speak so that I can come
to an understanding of where the speaker is coming from. I am fairly
knowledgeable and am willing to ask questions when I don't understand something.
I have a good sense of humour and like to see the humourous side of things. I am
very interested in Social Justice issues and how we as church can address some of
the multitude of issues affecting our society today.
I think that God is calling us to be church in a new way. As one colleague
suggested the other day, "We need to present the Gospel that makes sense to the
hearers and we need to use words and actions that can be grasped by those in our
neighbourhoods." As I sit and write these words the children from the Middle school
and high school across the street are leaving for the day and I wonder -"How are
we telling these young people about the wonderful gift that is available to them?
How is God calling me, the congregation and the wider church into the
neighbourhood that is right outside our doors?"
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Joan Beek
Synod Council
North
Lay
Our Saviour's Lutheran Church
Monthly praise band leader/pianist for over 15 years, choir member for 24 years in
this congregation, past church council member (3 years). I have been a Sunday
school teacher(5+ years), Superintendent (5+ years). Have participated in
northern regional meetings and missional renewal activities. Active while in
University with Lutheran Student Movement and campus ministry.
I am currently on Synod Council, serving a 2 year term, as a member at large for
the North region. It has been inspiring and challenging work, learning about the
many complex issues/priorities before Synod Council. I have learned so much and
wish to pass on that knowledge to new, incoming council members. I am grateful
for the opportunity to work collaboratively, be an active listener, dwell in the Word,
and witness God’s spirit at work while on Council. I work full time as a Speech
Language Pathologist managing a department, writing guidelines and policies,
hiring staff, mentoring and training staff, interpreting collective agreements, job
descriptions, employment contracts, and writing goals and mission statements. I
am known for my leadership, consensus building, getting things done, work ethic
and organizational abilities. I have lived in the northern region most of my life,
having an understanding of the issues that may be unique to the north.

To serve God's people in mission and ministry in new and exciting ways. To be
open to new ways to be a community of faith and to do ministry in our
congregations, neighbourhoods and beyond.
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Erik Bjorgan
Synod Council
Southern Interior
Rostered
Deo Lutheran Church
2007-present - Pastor at Deo Lutheran Church, Salmon Arm
2014-present – BC Synod Council member
2016-2017- Coach for clergy cohort, BC synod congregational renewal process
2012-2014- BC synod congregational renewal task force
2012-2015 - coach for clergy cohort, BC synod congregational renewal process.
2008-2010 – BC Synod youth committee
2006 – Intern Pastor, Bread of Life Lutheran Church, Regina
2002-2007 – Seminarian at Lutheran Theological Seminary, Saskatoon
2002-2005 – Community Service Worker, LutherCare Communities, Saskatoon
1999 – Live-in assistant, L’Arche Association of Edmonton.
1998-1999 – Student Chaplain, Augustana University College, Camrose AB.
Process design, community engagement, adult education in a co-learning
environment, culture change, technology, insights arising from missional renewal
process.

God has much to say to the church through the people living and working in our
neighbourhoods and communities. Contrary to our internal narratives, our
neighbourhoods are quite happy to work with us, have many gifts to offer, and
much to teach us. Listening to those voices, reflecting on them, and trying some
things on an experimental basis generates the energy, commitment, and
passion which can at times feel scarce.
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Fleming Blishen
Synod Council
North
Rostered
Our Saviour's Lutheran Church
I’ve been the pastor at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church for 6 years now. I’ve served
on Synod Council for 4 years as a member at large. I enjoy preaching and leading
worship and working together with the local Anglican, United and Presbyterian
churches on various projects including Vacation Bible School, Pro D Day Faith
Camps and more recently an Advent Experience Series.
I also love gardening and help run our community garden. I spend time visiting
congregation and community members, listening and exploring God’s work in the
lives of young and old. I continue to work with a refugee family our congregation
sponsored in conjunction with the community of Prince George. It’s been such a
pleasure to visit Khaled, Sanaa and their 6 children and experience the depth of
hospitality that they bring from Syria.
All of this is to say that as a pastor I am deeply imbedded in the life of the
congregation and community and I love the challenge and joy that it brings to my
life. I constantly experience the love of God through the body of Christ and want
the same for others.

One of my skills and interests is systems. I recently took a Social Innovation
Certificate at SFU that focused on helping organizations move from a model of
downloading previous ways of being into seeing themselves and the world around
them with new eyes and listening. This skillset dovetails nicely with the Missional
Renewal Process we are currently learning in the BC Synod. As we see the world in
new ways we begin to shift out of old patterns. It’s scary but exciting.
I admit that I can be brutally honest at times and am learning to couple this “gift”
with discernment. As this happens I find that naming a situation that feels off can
be extremely beneficial because it opens up difficult conversations and creates a
more honest environment. This is important in a system like Synod Council that has
strong defaults.

Fleming Blishen
We are learning, especially at the Synodical level, to talk honestly. Our Missional
Renewal Process helps us be more honest and develop a deeper level of trust as
a church but we have a long way to go. Ironically church is not always the most
honest place because it isn’t always a safe place. This is changing and I have
hope that we can learn to be in deeper relationship with each other.
We must continue to wrestle with who we were and who God is molding us into in
Christ. This is difficult because it means taking stock of the ways we’ve fallen into
bad patterns of behaviour. However it’s enlivening because we get to rediscover
the core elements of who we are as Lutherans and what God has to offer through
us to the world. We have such a rich tradition, especially theologically, but we
struggle to translate these critical elements of our faith into today’s language.
There’s so much work to be done in framing the world we live in through the lens
of Lutheran theology, especially the theology of the cross.
Finally there’s a sense that even with all our attempts to include various ways of
worship, learning and being into our congregations we’re still struggling to make a
significant impact in the lives of those who live all around us. In response to this,
Rowen Williams, the previous Archbishop of Canterbury coined the phrase “mixed
economy church.” A “mixed economy church” is one where traditional ways of
worship and ministry aren’t abandoned for the new and flashy but are given the
space to continue on because they hold deep meaning to many faithful people.
However many others do not connect with these traditions. The question is how
do we hold space for those who are looking in from the outside? God is calling
the established church to support and build up new expressions of the church, to
be the elder who mentors and encourages. How do we, the ones who have
already received Gods grace through Christ in Baptism and Holy Communion hear
the cries of the world and the call to be the seed that falls into the earth and dies
so that new life can arise?
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Fred Busch
Synod Council
Southern Interior
Lay
Deo Lutheran Church
I have been a member of Deo Lutheran for almost 25 years. Prior to that I was a
member of St. Paul in Prince Rupert.
Twenty some years ago I was invited to become a member of the church council. I
have been a member of Council for three six year terms. Our bylaws limit us to a
six year term at any one time. After that we must take at least a one year hiatus
before rejoining Council. I am presently at the end of my third six year term. I was
elected as the chair of the Council for over six years until my retirement in February
of 2018 due to the "sunset clause" coming into effect. Prior to my becoming the
Council chair I was elected as the chair of the call committee which resulted in our
successful call of our present pastor, Erik Bjorgan. I have also been a frequent
worker at various times when the yard needed its spring cleanup. Our church has
established six different "worship committees" & I am a member of one group & so
I quite frequently am an usher or Sunday reader or communion helper.
I was a delegate the the ELIC national convention in Edmonton & have also
represented Deo at a couple of regional conferences.

What skills, gifts and
interests would you bring to
this position?

I have a lot of experience as a member of various not-for-profit organizations in
my community. At various times I was also the chair/president of these
organizations.
I was also elected to the municipal council here in Sicamous. Subsequently,
after six years as a councilor I was elected as the mayor, which position I held
for two consecutive three year terms.
As I mentioned in the previous question above, I have been a member of the Deo
Council for some eighteen years & during that time I was also the chair of the
council for a number of years.
So in summary, I feel that I have gained experience & skills in working with
committe e s/councils. I must admit I do not know a great deal about the
organization of the synod Council. I assume it does not differ greatly from some of
the other groups I have been a member of.
Therefore it is my belief that I can bring some experience & expertise to being a
member of the BC Synod Council.

Fred Busch
God called various, mainly German & Scandinavian, people to form Lutheran
churches & synods here in North America.
I further believe that God is still calling us to keep the the traditions & practices of
our forebears alive & well. However, our church practices cannot continue as in
times past, our world is changing very much & our past practices must also be
put into a modern context. Same sex marriage, women serving as pastors &
church leaders, & open communion are just several ways in which our Lutheran
church has changed in my lifetime. For our church or any church to survive it
must continue to accept change, not just for the sake of change, & also without
compromising our basic Lutheran beliefs, e.g. we are saved by grace alone &
humans are not for sale.
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Brenda Eastman
Synod Council
Lower Mainland
Lay
Benediction Lutheran Church
Most recently, I have served on synod council for two years as a lay representative
from the lower mainland. I have worked as office administrator at Benediction
Lutheran church for the past 7 years. I have served on church council in various
positions including vice-chair, secretary and worship and music liaison. I have
always been involved with Sunday morning worship as a reader, communion
assistant and worship assistant.

I am an organized and dedicated person. I have always been involved in service to
the church and I enjoy working with and learning from others. I am interested in
discovering more about the great work that is happening in congregations
throughout the synod and meeting those people that make things happen and
bring ideas to life, to the glory of God.

The challenges of being church in today’s world call us to keep our focus on
Christ. To be creative as we move forward while we continue to remember and
honour or past. We are called to look outside of the security of our buildings, to be
a part of our communities, and take comfort in knowing that God is with us and
goes ahead of us.
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Patricia Giannelia
Synod Council
Southern Interior
Rostered
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
Parish Pastor at Christ Lutheran for 13 years; 14 years previous parish ministry in
two other ELCIC congregations. Conduct Sunday worship in German and English,
provide pastoral care, teach confirmation, lead Bible study, assist with Seniors
Group planning, attend various congregational functions. Wider church and
community activities include local hospital on call, hospice work, various Synod
committees, planning and attending worship conferences and youth gatherings,
attending a variety of ministry related conferences and workshops, participating in
local and denominational ministerial gatherings and projects.
Wide ranging experience - having been ordained 25+ years, and having lived and
served in two Synods and three provinces, as well as having attended church
events and visited congregations in most provinces and territories, I have a deep
appreciation of the span of our church within the Canadian context. We are a
small church in a very big "field", yet we have unique gifts to share. I have been
gifted with good health and stamina, a love of the church and a respect for due
process. I also have a strong sense of loyalty and am faithful in attendance and
participation. My joy for life, curiosity, sense of humour and caring are additional
assets.

Our Canadian society has changed significantly since the time when most of our
congregations were established. We have learned, often the hard way, that what
flourished in a previous generation or demographic no longer does now.
Nonetheless, people remain in many ways fundamentally the same - they yearn for
connection, community, challenge, and transcendence. I think God is calling us
not to think or dream grandiosely, but rather to re-connect with our core
understanding of faith and grace, so that we can see the divine in each person we
encounter, be they a long-time member, a newcomer, or a chance encounter in
the wider community. In these encounters I think we are called to be open as to
how we might engage in relationship, share our stories with one another, learn
from each other and explore together.
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Stephen Holmes
Synod Council - Chairperson
Lower Mainland
Lay
First Lutheran Church
PAST
Congregational
Faith, Burnaby - Church Council, Sunday School
Benediction, Tsawwassen - Church Council Chair, Building Committee Chair
Mount Olive, Surrey - Church Council Chair, Building Committee Chair, Mutual
Ministry Committee,
Worship & Music Committee
Synodical
Worship Sub Committee
Stewardship Committee
Lutheran Urban Mission Society (LUMS) - Board Treasurer
National
National Convention, Vancouver - Local Planning Committee
National Worship Conference, Vancouver - Local Planning Committee
Lutheran Youth Gatherings, Vancouver, Hamilton, Winnipeg - National Committee,
Treasurer
CURRENT
Synod
Surrey Urban Mission Society – Board Treasurer
Synod Council – Treasurer

What skills, gifts and
interests would you bring to
this position?

-A love for God, our church, and the faith we share.
-An appreciation and understanding of non-profit and charity organizational
management and governance.
-An ability to work with others, to strive for consensus on direction and decisions
whenever possible.
-To be inclusive, to try to understand and honour all stakeholders and their
opinions.
-To look at all issues and decisions in a long term and 360 perspective.

Stephen Holmes
We live in a disruptive time for the church. The significant demographic, cultural,
and societal changes that we currently witness call into question the continued
existence of “church” as we have known it for many years. The natural response
to this could be one of a defensive posture. Turning inwards, circling the
wagons.
Despite this trepidation, I find this to be a time of great excitement and promise.
It is a time, perhaps driven by necessity, to reimagine what the church can be.
To examine and act upon what we are called to be as the people of God in this
time and place.
Underpinned by our theology, and with a respect for our past, we can move
forward in the proclamation of our faith, reaching out and witnessing to and
through our communities by our daily actions.
We may not see a clear path or direction but must be open to be led by the
Spirit to opportunities within our communities and ourselves.
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Vida Jaugelis
Synod Council
Lower Mainland
Rostered
St. David's Anglican Church
I served as Assistant priest for seniors at at St. David's Anglican Church from
2013-2016. Before then I served in Specialized Ministry for many years as a
healthcare chaplain for the Fraser Health Authority. Based on my experience
serving elders in both the church and wider community I was asked to write a
feature article for the Canada Lutheran on the Spirituality of Aging.
Most recently, I served as interim pastor at Redeemer Lutheran Church and
currently at First Lutheran.
As a member of the Synod Worship committee I served as editor of the Synod
Worship Newsletter, "Sounds of Joy" from 2013- 2017
Served as member of the Board of Surrey Urban Mission, from 2009 - 2013
I am unequivocally committed to the vision and mission of the ELCIC as it is
expressed regionally through the BC Synod.
Of the four vision priorities--Spirited Discipleship, Compassionate Justice, Healthy
Church, Effective Partnerships--I believe I can especially make a contribution in
promoting a Healthy Church environment by bringing a hopeful, believing
disposition to the table rather than a cynical attitude.
When creative proposals for new direction or policy are brought forward for
consideration I am willing to ask questions and seek clarification, engage in
evaluating the merits of the proposal with other board members, but my basic bent
is toward trust rather than cynicism, toward asking "why not?" rather than
"why?".
There is no shortage of cynicism in the world we live in, and when it infects the
church it kills both faith and hope and leads to an apathetic “whatever” response to
the Spirit’s stirrings and urgings toward Life and Love. All of us but especially the
leaders of our Synod are called to disavow such distancing from trust in the
promise of God. As a Synod Council member I will support all efforts and initiatives
calling us to be people of hope and to live in expectation of the good God wants to
accomplish in us and through us.

Vida Jaugelis
Bishop Greg in his report to congregations wrote: “Our numbers may be smaller
than they once were, but our calling remains.” We need to embrace our littleness
and position of marginality and be open to how God is calling us to serve in
creative ways as a non-conforming minority. An image comes to mind of “little
flocks here and there there”, witnessing communities which can help—like salt,
and yeast, and little lights in dark places—to “keep human life human” (Paul
Lehmann).
At the same time the church, beginning with its rostered and lay leaders needs to
recognize that we are still predominantly a church of “white” Christians which
occupies a position of privilege in relations to visible minorities and Indigenous
people. We need to ask ourselves how that position of privilege actually
contributes to oppress other people and do the hard work of repentance that leads
to reconciliation.
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Eric Krushel
Synod Council
Lower Mainland
Rostered
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Besides being the pastor of Good Shepherd, I currently serve as the synod
representative to the CECF Advisory Board (a position which bears the title Synod
Mission Consultant) and the de facto chair of the synod Missions Committee. In the
past I have served as a conference dean (Sask Synod), one term on BC Synod
council, and nationally on the Court of Adjudication.
I have some experience working in the legal profession. I believe I am a good and
sensitive listener and work to include various voices in group conversations. I am
inclined to seek for collaborative resolutions to issues and controversies. At least
on the Canadian Missions file I bring knowledge and experience from serving our
synod in this area for several years on a local and a national level. And I have a
strong interest in the Missional Renewal Process and a desire to keep that initiative
growing and flourishing.
I believe God is calling our church to have the courage to loose our life for the sake
of finding it. By that I mean dying to fear and anxiety over waning institutional
success, dwindling membership numbers, and weakening social influence. And in
that dying it is my hope that we might begin to hear the joyful call to discern God's
movement in our neighbourhoods and communities, not for the sake of our own
survival, but for the sake of learning to love the world God loves. For it is in learning
to recognize what is beautiful about the way God is moving around us that we can
be challenged to live deeper into our mission to love and bless the world.
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Karen Lee
Synod Council
Southern Interior
Lay
Peace Vernon
Historical and present involvement: Sunday School teacher, Youth Leader, Choir
member and Director, Worship leader, Congregational Council, Conference
Council, Synod Council, Mutual Ministry (Congregational and Synodical), Call
Committee, Synodical and National delegate.

Willingness to hear; deep interest in the work of this Church, locally and broader;
administrative background; love for people; enthusiasm for worship; interest in
openness to surprising creativity.

We have the astonishing gift of salvation by grace, through faith. Our Creative God
through the Holy Spirit calls and inspires us to learn, serve and witness. In so many
ways, in so many places, the people who are the ELCIC creatively act and minister
where they are called. We are called as people, as the church, to proclaim in our
living, our mission and our witnessing - the Gospel of Jesus Christ. May we
continue to be open to the gifts with which we have been blessed - to the gifts
which belong to those who have been called.
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David Lefsrud
Synod Council
Vancouver Island
Rostered
Lutheran Church of the Cross
Recently retired parish pastor (3 parishes); correctional chaplain for 13 years;
Director of Religious Services for AG and MCFD for 9 years; social worker with
CLBC for 13 years; interim pastor at 7 parishes. Have been active with supply
preaching throughout my years of government work. Former member of Youth
and Church and Society synod committees. Former member of local committees
for National Youth Gathering and National Worship conference. Recently
completed 6 years as VP for Threshold Housing Society and recently joined
Herowork Board of Directors in Victoria. I have previously been Dean of the VI
conference twice and been elected to Synod council twice.
Management experience supervising 26 provincial chaplains for 9 years. Passion
for homelessness, disability and criminal justice reform issues. Musically gifted
(former music teacher) and long history of singing in various choirs, both parish
and community...and playing trombone. I continue to be interested in Truth and
Reconciliation issues, especially as it relates to criminal justice and respectful
treaty negotiations. As a recently retired clergyperson, I am interested in exploring
and listening to other retirees and seeing how we can continue to grow and share
our experience with others. As our church becomes more "elderly", it is imperative
that we better use the gift of all our elders.
I believe God is calling us forward to be closer partners with our Jewish and
Muslin sisters and brothers, as well as working closer with our Anglican kin.
Hopefully our church will rediscover the notion of "priesthood of all believers" and
become more useful to God and aligned with God's plan...Jesus Christ alive
among his people for the life of the whole world...and that each one of us has
been given gifts to share and offer, so that we can give them away for the sake of
the world that desperately needs what we have. And wouldn't it be nice if we
spent less time and energy worrying about buildings and meetings and more
about the church as a community of people participating in the healing and
transforming work of God in our world!
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Loris Martin
Synod Council
North
Lay
Grace Lutheran Church
I rejoined Grace Lutheran Church in Dawson Creek a year and a half ago after a 22
year absence. I was in Dawson Creek on a contract with work. It was wonderful to
be back after such a long absence. Shortly after I rejoined, the congregation called
my husband, Rev. Terry Martin, to a term position at the church. Terry is in
Dawson Creek now 3/4 time. I am keeping the home fires burning in Golden, and
we are commuting back and forth. I attend Grace whenever I an, and consider it
my home church. There is no ELCIC church in Golden, or anywhere within driving
distance.
I have experience on synod council having served as a member, and a further 2
terms as Synod Secretary. I have also served 8 years on the ELCIC Western Synod
Examining Committee. I have a background in business consulting with Kaizen
Consulting in Vancouver, and I have run my own business for a number of years,
so I know how to get things accomplished. I believe that our actions as Synod
Council should always be based on well-articulated teology and grounded in love.

The world is experiencing a more rapid pace of change than ever before in its
history. Not only is industry and the resulting climate change presenting challenges
for its adaptation, the explosion of knowledge and technology is changing our
cultural norms as well. Society in general is having a difficult time maintaining
equilibrium in the face of these challenges; the church is even more so. Grounded
in tradition, we are having to re-evaluate many of those traditions to find a way
forward that leaves the old shell of ancient, medieval or pre-industrial thinking
behind, but does not discard the truths of our theology. God calls us all to a closer
relationship and to love all creation. This does not change.
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Jerry Nieman
To be considered for the
following position

Synod Council - Treasurer
Lower Mainland
Lay
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Our family joined Good Shepherd in 2001, transferring from Mount Zion in New
Westminster. I was on church council soon after we joined, and in 2005 I became
the congregation Treasurer. As the Treasurer I “pay the bills”, which includes
doing payroll, payroll deductions remitted to Canada Revenue Agency (CRA), T4’s
and T4A’s, and the annual T3010 submitted to CRA. I am part of the budget
preparation process in November, and each January at our Annual General
Meeting I provide a presentation to the congregation of the past year’s finances
and coming year’s proposed budget.
In other aspects of church life I am active with the Property Team when work
needs to be done in the church or on the church grounds.
In my professional work I have been a software development manager, so I have a
good deal of experience using computers and spreadsheets. I believe that I have
good organizational skills, good attention to detail, and good presentation skills.
Being the Treasurer at Good Shepherd for more than a dozen years has given me
a wide range of experiences, and I see that many of those experiences are
applicable at the Synod financial level as well. I would like to use my gifts and
interests at the Synod level, and gain new experiences working at that level.
Good Shepherd has been active in the Missional Renewal work of the Synod for
at least 5 years, since early 2013. Our congregation has provided financial
support to the Synod’s Renewal and Redevelopment program. Good Shepherd’s
Missional Guiding Team has directed various congregational “experiments” to try
to understand what it means for Good Shepherd to be Missional. Part of that
Missional discussion has been to rethink our relationship to property, a
conversation that is happening both for congregations and at the synod level.
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J Christoph Reiners
LTS Board of Governors
Lower Mainland
Rostered
Our Saviour Lutheran Church
I serve as pastor of Our Saviour in Richmond. Prior to coming to Our Saviour I
served at Peace/Abbotsford from 2002 to 2016. In the past I have served as dean
here as well as in Winnipeg. I am a past member of the Missions Committee and I
am currently serving a first term as member of the Board of Governors or Lutheran
Theological Seminary Saskatoon.

The experience of my first term, the experience from serving on other boards (i.e.
Abbotsford hospice Society, 2008 - 1016). I love the church and theology.

To connect with our communities to discern how we can best serve God in the
world while remaining faithful in our practice of Word and Sacrament.
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Rick Schulz
Synod Council
Southern Interior
Rostered
Faith Lutheran Church

I have been ordained for 20 years serving parishes in Saskatchewan Synod, MNO
Synod and the BC Synod.

I am very interested and supportive of the Missional Renewal Process. I have taken
the two year course in Congregational Redevelopment through the Diocese of New
Westminster. I have experience serving on the National Youth Committee, MNO
Synod Staff and as Youth Ministry Facilitator and Campus Chaplain in addition to
Parish ministry.

I believe that God is calling us back to the fundamentals of our Christian faith and to
find ways to work more cooperatively with other denominations. I believe God is up
to something in the world and we need to get in touch with what that is.

Biographical Info for BC Synod Nominations
Kristen Steele
Synod Council - Secretary
Lower Mainland
Rostered
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church
As a parish pastor I am involved in all aspects of the life of the local parish. I also
served as dean of the BC Synod confirmation camp for a number of years and
chaired both the BC Synod youth ministry committee and the BC synod task force
for missional renewal. I have served on synod council from 2014 to present. I have
served as a coach for two of the clergy cohorts in the missional renewal
process.These past two years I have served as secretary of synod council.

I care deeply about the church and its mission to be Christ’s present in the world. I
have a great deal of board and committee experience both within and outside of
the church. I am interested in the use of technology to increase efficiency and help
with communication. I am also interested in how to improve the health of systems,
these include the local congregation, synod and synod council.

I believe we are called to be innovative in our ministry as we move forward and to
adopt a culture of experiment and action/reflection. I also believe it is important to
take time to listen, both inside the church and out in our neighbourhoods. God is
at work and we are called to join in that work. I also believe we are called to care
for each other and for our world.

Biographical Info for BC Synod Nominations
Leslie "Skip" Triplett
Synod Council
Vancouver Island
Lay
Lutheran Church of the Cross
Member BC Synod Council. Board member, Luther Court. Governance consultant
to Lutheran Theological Seminary. Former Warden, Anglican Church of the
Advent. Former Church Council member, Mount Olive Lutheran, Surrey.

Broad understanding of governance and leadership practices. Interested in the
evolution of the ELCIC as a relevant example and source of God's grace in an
increasingly un-churched society.

To be a source of love and compassion in the wider community.

(

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Gene Blishen

Position Nominated For:

Lay

Region

Lower Mainland

Name of Congregation

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Coquitlam

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

Have been on BC Synod council as treasurer and attended various National
Church workshops as an officer and mission oriented meetings.
Have been on the CLWR Board for the last 8 years and held the position of
treasurer.
Have been on the Vancity Community Foundation board for 6 years working in a
number of social purpose areas i.e. affordable housing.
Recently retired CEO from a credit union.

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

My concerns are to keep and continue to build on our mission to others through
strengthening our inclusive purpose.
That there be stronger relationships between congregations and Synods as we
explore the various means of being in mission.
That we begin to utilize not only church innovation but social innovation in
moving our churches forward. We need to understand we have a wonderful
Lutheran theology to share and contribute to our communities of social purpose.

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

Certainly have the time for preparation and the meeting. Have a thorough
knowledge of the local congregation - BC Synod - National Church and
associated agencies. Would like to bring back to the congregation and others
what will have taken place at the convention.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Denise Doerksen

Position Nominated For:

Rostered

Region

Lower Mainland

Name of Congregation

Peace Lutheran Church, Abbotsford

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

My theological studies began at Regent College, UBC and continued through
the Saskatoon Theological Union/Luther Seminary where I graduated with an
MDiv. I was ordained in the Anglican Church of Canada and now serve as a
rostered pastor for Peace Lutheran in Abbotsford. I have served parishes in the
Diocese of Saskatoon, the Diocese of Qu'Appelle, the Diocese of New
Westminster, and now the BC Synod of the ELCIC. In each of these regions I
have ministered in a great variety of churches as an incumbent and an
intentional interim priest. Alongside of these ministry experiences I have
attended a Vital Church Planting Conference hosted by Wycliffe, Toronto and I
have promoted Fresh Expressions of church ever since.

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

I am hopeful that we can "re-imagine" church for the future and so renew our
existing church for the next generation. I think it all starts with a bit of nerve and
courage to make this happen. Leaders with vision and innovative skills need our
support and encouragement to move the church into the future. We especially
need to consider ways to develop multi-cultural leadership and start new
ministries among particular groups of people across Canada.

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

I am interested in being a delegate so that I might come to appreciate and
contribute to the ministry of the ELCIC as an Anglican priest. I would like to see
what new and innovative ways are being done to create dynamic Christian
communities in the Lutheran communion. I wouldn't mind stirring up more ideas
and possibilities by becoming a delegate.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Diana Edis

Position Nominated For:

Rostered

Region

North

Name of Congregation

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Prince Rupert

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

I completed my M Ed. in Rehabilitation Counseling in 1988 and my M Div. from
LTSS in 2015. I worked for 7 years as a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor at a
Psychiatric Hospital and then for 25 years as a cardiac ultrasound tech in the US
before completing seminary and becoming ordained. I have served one call
within the ELCA and was then called to serve St. Paul's, Prince Rupert in
October of 2017. I am continuing to learn more about the ELCIC.

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

I am interested in furthering the mission of God in Canada. Although that may
sometimes seem daunting I have faith that the Holy Spirit is in control. I do hope
that we will continue to be faithful while becoming more nimble and outspoken in
the world.

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

It is my hope to learn more about my new denomination while serving in this
capacity. I also appreciate the opportunity to take part in determining the future
of Christ's church here on earth.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Patricia Giannelia

Position Nominated For:

Rostered

Region

Southern Interior

Name of Congregation

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kelowna

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

Certificate in Business Admin, BA in Economics, Master of Divinity, continuing
education in various church-related topics. I served three congregations as a
student, and three others in 27 years as a pastor. I have served as a
Conference Dean, WLS Board of Governors, Synod Stewardship and Worship
Committees, and have been ecumenically active in the communities where I
serve. I thereby bring varied experience and a longitudinal view of the Church to
the table - or the convention floor.

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

My hope and concern is that we are able to continue as a denomination. I
deeply appreciate our unique Lutheran way of living our faith - in theology,
worship, community life, and wider societal interchange. I would like us to
continue to be a gift to the wider church and the world.
Our heightened awareness of human interchange and sharing of power and
decisions through such elements as the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
make me hopeful that we can build a healthier, stronger national and local
church.
At the same time, should the decision be made to join more closely with another
church body, I would like us to negotiate those waters in an as life-giving was as
possible.

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

I have attended a few national conventions in the past, and appreciate the
opportunity to be part of the process of gathering together, hearing one another,
and making decisions for the future.
I have been conscientious in preparing myself for each convention and
attending all the sessions.
I have a good understanding and respect for process and a deep love for the
Church.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Carolina Glauster

Position Nominated For:

Rostered

Region

Lower Mainland

Name of Congregation

Mount Olivet Lutheran Church

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

Please indiciate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

I've grown up an active member of the ELCIC (in Saskatchewan), been trained
as a pastor in the States and in conversation with the ELCA and other church
bodies, and have served in the BC Synod for about five years so far.
My awareness of how being church happens in the conversation between local,
synodical, and national church bodies helps me to know how to share the
particular gifts and mission of BC Lutherans with others in relatable ways. I'll
also bring some of the gifts of my own experience to our national conversation in
2019: some elements and insights from my own identity as a lesbian person
called to ministry in the ELCIC; and an authentic sensitivity to the ways that
constitutional, policy, and budget matters are deeply and directly connected to
theology, to ethics, and to mission.
My deepest hope for the future of the ELCIC is that we do not lose sight of the
immense joy and privilege it is to be part of living in and living out the gospel of
Jesus--whether we are small or big, arranged the way we were last year or a
new way.
Out of that gratitude flows, I think, the other practices we so desperately need to
embrace more deeply: welcome and generosity, enthusiastic and ongoing
deepening of our faith in community, authentic connection to neighbour, and a
deep commitment to finding our place in movements for greater justice in our
country and world. It seems to me the church, in our baptismal vocation, has
been given a great deal that is deeply good and beautiful, and I hope we don't
wait until our numbers are up or our budgets are balanced to live into that call
nor to fling open the doors as the liberative "mysteries of the ages" are being
revealed.

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

I'm interested in being a delegate because I am grateful for and energized by the
way this particular church works together at the national level to live our faith in
exciting ways. I love to be connected with the national church in all the ways we
are between convention times, but sometimes there is no substitute for being
together in person.
I have been to one national convention before, and was so moved by seeing in
person the connections happening in our national church at work and then upon
my return taking on the delightful task of sharing that connection with others in the
BC synod. I would like to try to do that again, and keep learning how to do it
better. I also believe and have heard that clear and thoughtful communication can
be a gift of mine, and I would like to offer that gift in service of the conversation
between and among different expressions of the church.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Eric Krushel

Position Nominated For:

Rostered

Region

Lower Mainland

Name of Congregation

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Coquitlam

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

I have served as a pastor in the ELCIC for 20 years, and have previous
experience working as a lawyer for almost 5 years. I have served on synodical
committees in two synods, I have served with the BC Synod Missions
Committee for 16 years and currently serve as synod Missions Consultant (in
which capacity I serve, and have chaired, the CECF Advisory Board). I have
served on investigating committees in the ELCIC. I have some experience with
the Lutheran church globally having served my pastoral internship in Botswana,
Africa and recently represented the ELCIC at an LWF Missions Consultation in
Geneva.

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

It is my hope that our ELCIC will have the courage to live into our Lord's call to
lose our life for the sake of finding it. By that I mean dying to fear and anxiety
over waning institutional success, dwindling membership numbers, and
weakening social influence. And in that dying it is my hope that we might begin
to hear the joyful call to discern God's movement in our neighbourhoods and
communities, not for the sake of our own survival, but for the sake of learning to
love the world God loves. For it is in learning to recognize what is beautiful about
the way God is moving around us that we can be challenged to live deeper into
our mission to love and bless the world.

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

- I believe I would be able to represent our synod well in the decisions and
conversations on the agenda for the convention.
- I am interested in being a part of helping to shape the future of the ELCIC in
whatever way that can be accomplished at a national convention.
- I have an interest in helping to bring a missional perspective to the
deliberations around the issues facing the convention.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Karen Lee

Position Nominated For:

Lay

Region

Southern Interior

Name of Congregation

Peace Lutheran Church, Vernon

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

The church has always been a part of my life. I attended at LCBI in Outlook
SK for Grade 12, and a year of Biblical Studies. It has been a great privilege
to be a part of Su day School, Youth Gatherings, Bible studies, choir, worship
leadership, Church Council, Synod Council and other groups within the church,
no matter what city was home. It has also been a privilege to have attended
local and Synod Conventions, as well as several National
Conventions. It is always a place of hope to realize that many people from
across this country make up the ELCIC - called together in mission

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

The ELCIC is resilient in its acknowledgement of its call to mission, here at
home and in other parts of our world. The world we live in and work in is
constantly changing and developing, and it is encouraging to see how we are
reactive and proactive. We listen to the many points of view within our people,
and we continue to move and reach out and change - and yet hold fast to our
purpose and call. May we continue to look for ways to create and react and
love.

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

The ELCIC is, in many ways, my home. I care about this church, and I care
about bringing home with me the encouragement and concerns and stories of
outreach and inclusiveness. And, any way I can be a part of this all calls to me.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Aubrey Maddock

Position Nominated For:

Youth

Region

Lower Mainland

Name of Congregation

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Vancouver

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

I have been attending the Lutheran church for approximately twelve years as of
now, and I became a confirmed member in 2015.

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

It is my hope that adaptation within a changing world, as well as environmental
concerns are properly addressed by the ELCIC.

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

I have never attended a convention of this sort before, therefore I am curious,
and unsure as to what I might expect.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Emmanuel Manu

Position Nominated For:

Youth

Region

Lower Mainland

Name of Congregation

First Lutheran Church, Vancouver

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

As a young child, I have always been involved working in the church with my
brothers and serving with them throughout my whole life. I'm always willing to
help people, and show to them that I deliver gods work, and doing gods work has
always been my top priority.

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

I see that the future of ELCIC is to bring more peace, more involvement towards
everyone who seeks help and change for their lives, to truly bring out the missing
voice that they have kept quiet for so long.

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

To become a delegate means I am showing what my church, First Lutheran,
what we strive for and the countless work we put towards our community
everyday.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Siri Olesen

Position Nominated For:

Youth

Region

Lower Mainland

Name of Congregation

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Vancouver

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

Have been the church music director at Redeemer Lutheran Church for 12 years

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

Continue work on truth and reconciliation and environmental issues

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

I have been involved with the church for my entire life and am interested in being
involved in the larger church community.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Janet Ray

Position Nominated For:

Lay

Region

Lower Mainland

Name of Congregation

First Lutheran Church, Vancouver

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

I am a life long Lutheran, baptized and confirmed in the ELCC while growing up
in Saskatchewan. I have had ongoing participation with the Church over the
years, at a local and national level during my Luther League and Campus
Ministry time. My membership at First Lutheran Church spans nearly 4 decades
during which time I have been active in congregational life and have assumed
leadership roles with Sunday School, Church Council and initial establishment of
the Parish Care Centre then later in its shift to refugee sponsorship. As
chairperson I worked closely with the pastor and other members of the Working
Group to set up and implement the Friends InDeed Ministry at First Lutheran. I
am a nurse by profession have enjoyed a robust career in health care leadership
roles. Now semi-retired, I continue to view nursing as my vocation and am
currently pursuing an interest in global health. Along that vein I volunteer my
time and expertise with Canadian Lutheran World Relief focusing on health
aspects of refugee settlement.

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

My hope for the ELCIC is that we continue to be a reforming church, welcoming
diversity and opening up to new opportunities for worship and mission. On the
flip side, my concern is that if we are not transformed we will wither internally
and lose more relevance for our neighbours.

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

I'm interested in being a delegate because I have leadership skills,
organizational expertise and a theological grounding. I volunteered now because
I have the time to offer my experience and am interested in the church at large,
nationally and globally.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Dorothy Reid

Position Nominated For:

Lay

Region

Lower Mainland

Name of Congregation

Peace Lutheran Church, Abbotsford

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

I have been the chairperson of the mutual ministry committee at PLC and am
currently the chairperson of the Administration committee. I am an active
member. I was raised United but joined the Lutheran Church as an adult and
raised my children in the Lutheran tradition. I have been involved in mental
health services, social justice and have been an advocate for individuals with
disabilities most of my adult life. My children are of first nation decent and I have
worked closely with elders and traditional healers in the past. I believe I bring an
openness and a wide range of experience to the convention.

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

I see the need for strong spiritual leadership even more now in these troubled
times. As settlers, we need to repair our relationship with our indigenous
peoples. I think the church can take an important role in this. We need to be
leaders and role models in demonstrating respect for all individuals, kindness
and compassion. We can do this by being vocal in social justice issues and
advocating for the implementation of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
recommendations. We still have work to do in the area of openness to LGBTQ2
inclusion in the church. I believe we need to work towards making the church
meaningful in today's context.

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

I attended the National Convention in Edmonton a few years ago. I found it to be
a deeply meaningful activity. I was able to bring my new understanding and
knowledge back to the congregation by writing a series of newsletter articles on
the recommendations from the convention. By researching the areas prior to
attending the convention and then writing about them after, I developed a much
better understanding of the full context of the issues and was happy to be able
to share that with others.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Clifford Reinhardt

Position Nominated For:

Rostered

Region

Lower Mainland

Name of Congregation

Spirit of Life Lutheran Church, Vancouver

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

B.SC, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon
M. Div., Lutheran Theological Seminary, Saskatoon
Ordained 1984.
Congregations served: Good Shepherd, Coquitlam; Grace, Burnaby; Augustana,
Vancouver; Spirit of Life, Vancouver.
Campus Ministry: Delivery of and/or supervision of Campus Ministry at UBC.
Boards: ELCIC Forward in Mission, BC Synod Examining Committee, The
Marriage Project (Metro Vancouver marriage prep agency), BC Synod Pastors'
Study Conference Committee, Chor Leoni Men's Choir, BC Synod Council,
Lutheran Manor Society of Vancouver BC.
Delegate to many Synodical and National Conventions.
A student and advocate of governance-by-policy.

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

My hopes for the ELCIC include the following:
(a) Reaffirmation of the Ministry of Word and Sacrament as the defining marks of
the church in mission;
(b) Formulation and implementation of policies to provide flexibility and promote
imagination in the mission of the church;
(c) Promotion of creative use of the church's resources in response to the needs
of neighbourhoods and communities.
I want our church to be its best in mission and ministry,and I believe I can
contribute to that end.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Leslie "Skip" Triplett

Position Nominated For:

Lay

Region

Vancouver Island

Name of Congregation

Lutheran Church of the Cross, Victoria

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

BA, MBA, LLD (HC)
Member of BC Synod Council. Governance consultant to Lutheran Theological
Seminary, Saskatoon. Board Member, Luther Court, Victoria. Former Warden of
an Anglican Church.
Board Chair of LaSalle College Vancouver. Board member of Academy of
Design Australia. Former President of Kwantlen Polytechnic University.

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

Hope to see ELCIC continue to evolve as a relevant example and source of
God's grace in a "un-churched" age.

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

To learn and to share.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Edward Weitzel

Position Nominated For:

Lay

5HJLRQ

Southern Interior

Name of Congregation

Hills of Peace Lutheran Church, Kamloops

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

Significant life experience. 40 years as a salesperson, interacting with
people. Avid interest in understanding our Lutheran faith. Regular attendee of
all adult classes at the church. Volunteer in the congregation.

Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

I have a concern about society’s attitude toward the Church. We seem to live
in a world that is indifferent or hostile to Christianity. I would like to find ways to
educate our young people about the meaning of the Church and its purpose in
the world.

Why are you interested
in being a delegate?

Because the congregation, by the Holy Spirit, discerned that I should be
their delegate to the national convention. They have entrusted me with this
calling, and I want to honor their trust.

Biographical Form for BC Synod Delegates to ELCIC National Convention
Name

Vivienne Welters

Position Nominated For:

Lay

Region

Lower Mainland

Name of Congregation

Mount Zion Lutheran Church, New Westminster

Please describe your
education, work, church or
life experience that might
relate to being a delegate to
National Convention

I am retired. When I left my position at Envision Credit Union I was the
Director or Business Excellence. My previous role in Human Resources as
an adult educator helped prepare me for the role of change agent in the
organization. The change was two-fold: moving from a top down,
management driven organization, to a bottom-up approach where leaders
were not the 'go to' people for all the answers. Rather, leaders support and
encourage staff to take on leadership roles, understanding that leadership is
not a position or title, it is action and example. The other significant change
was merging two distinct financial institutions into one.
My 'past life' and understanding, in part, the various considerations brought
about by change has helped me significantly as part of a team of gifted
women who bring their various gifts to the work of BC's Congregational
Renewal Team. I have been a member of Mount Zion since my baptism at
the age of three. Throughout those many years I have experienced, like
many, various stages of engagement with the church. Throughout the past
16 years I have been part of a team that helped our congregation move
closer to it's vision of 'Moving from Maintenance to Mission' through the use
of Appreciative Inquiry and other Ministry tools.
Five years ago I was invited to be a part of Mount Zion's Guiding Team for
Missional Renewal. I have found this next step in our journey with God a
very hopeful place to be, even in the midst of all the emotions that come with
change, any change.
A couple of years ago I was asked to consider being a member of the
Congregation Renewal Team (CRT). I said yes, not quite knowing what that
would mean. As difficult as it has been at times, due to limited resources, the
experience has only added to my hopefulness that God is continuing to
transform God's church.
Since becoming a member of Mount Zion I have not attended many
conventions. Once or twice I have been to BC Synod events. The most
recent ELCIC gathering I attended was a Mission's Committee meeting in
Winnipeg. It was a very good experience both listening to others around the
table and meeting others from across Canada working toward Missional
Renewal.Becoming a member of the CRT has prompted my interest in
understanding
better how what we are doing at the congregational level toward Missional
Renewal fits together with the work of the National Church.

Vivienne Welters
Please indicate your
concerns and hopes for the
future of the ELCIC

My hope is that we continue to see Missional Renewal as something to move
toward. That, even in the midst of 'going not knowing' and the fear and
anxiety that change causes that, at the same time, we are able to embrace
what God has in store for us. Even though, oft times, we feel like we're in the
wilderness.
My concern is that our fear causes us to shut ourselves off from the future
God has for us, even though that future may look very different for God's
people than in the past.

Why are you interested in
being a delegate?

I want to listen and learn from the stories and conversations of others at the
convention. Through that listening I hope to gain a better understanding, a
more holistic understanding, of the struggles and more importantly, the things
we have to celebrate as God's people.

