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The headlines are ominous: “60% of world’s vertebrates have been wiped out since 1970.” “Without 

action on climate, civilization will collapse.” “Living beyond our means.” “Arctic warming continues at 

nearly? double the rate of the rest of the planet.”   

 

The more I read and hear about the climate challenges we face, the more I become deeply concerned. I 

am reminded of those high school biology experiments where yeast is placed into a nutrient liquid. We 

would keep track of the exponential growth of the yeast, until that final, fateful day when the entire 

system collapsed and all of the yeast was dead. 45 years later, that high school biology experiment comes 

to mind for me and I wonder and worry.   

 

Last year, the intergovernmental panel on climate change and CO2 emissions released a startling report. 

The threat to forests, salmon, polar bears, orcas, zooplankton and bird habitat is relentless. Our planet is 

dying. In addition, rising sea levels and extreme weather events will affect hundreds of millions of people.   

 

If we see ourselves as connected — as being in relationship — with this earth; if we see ourselves as part 

of God’s creation rather than “masters of our own destiny;” 

then we must? live with the humility and the care of stewardship that is so desperately and urgently 

needed. We need to repent (“turn around”) and change – because our actions, lifestyles and dependence 

on fossil fuels dramatically and irreparably affect our entire world. It is shameful and downright scary to 

hear that this current geological age in which we live will become known as the Anthropocene age – 

referring to the human (“anthropos”) impact on the environment. The term describes the radical impact 

that human activity has had on the environment from the Industrial Revolution to today.   

 

In the face of the complexity and enormity of the problem, it is easy to be caught in a spiral of paralysis, 

not knowing what to do.  But doing nothing no longer is an option.   

 

At the 2015 ELCIC National Convention, we committed ourselves to a Resolution on Climate Justice.  It 

reads, in part: “As those who live in the resurrection hope of renewal and restoration for all of God’s 

creation, we believe we cannot stand by and ignore the impacts of Climate Change . . . Our hope for 

justice and peace for all, and our trust in God, forms the impetus for this statement.  We believe that 

taking global action now can make a difference.”   

 

The Lutheran World Federation, in which we participate, has embarked on a multi-year emphasis called 

“Season of Creation.” Visit their website at www.lutheranworld.org and www.seasonofcreation.org. 

There you will find many resources, biblical reflections and blogs from those throughout the Lutheran 

World Federation communion. There are stories of people taking actions — large and small — in the 

Philippines (“Luther Gardens”), Democratic Republic of Congo (“One tree at a time”), Chile (“Reform 

yourself!”), Germany (“My church aims to be CO2 neutral”) and more.  I pray that the examples you find 

there will inspire, encourage and compel you to make one change…then another…and then a host of 

others.   

 

This is a kairos moment for us. “Kairos” means “the right time” or, as one dictionary defines it: “a 

propitious moment for decision or action.” Such is the time in which we find ourselves.  
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