
APRIL 26 - 29, 2020 

Loon Lake Lodge - Maple Ridge 

Check In:  Sun. 2:00pm 

End Time: Wed. 1:00pm 

2020 BC SYNOD STUDY CONFERENCE 

FOR ROSTERED MINISTERS 

 
 

 

The Study Conference is an educational event for all rostered 
ministers, interns, parish workers, candidates registered with 
CTEL, and professional lay workers in the BC Synod.  As stated 
in the bylaws of the Synod, all rostered ministers “serving under 
call, shall attend all conventions of the Synod, the annual study 
conference and the meetings of the conferences to which they 
belong.” Those who will not be in attendance are to contact 
Bishop Greg Mohr.  
 
The fees:  

 Category 1:  $545 - Parish Pastor  
 Category 2:  $380 - Specialized Ministry, Retired, etc. 

            (see registration form) 
 Category 3:  $175 - Students registered with BC CTEL  

 

Please register online by clicking on the following link 

Registration Form The registration form will automatically be 
submitted to the Synod Office.  Registrations must be received 
at the Synod office by April 9, 2020.  Registrations received 
after that date will be assessed an additional late registration fee 
of $50.  Fees are to be mailed to the Synod Office.  
 
80 East 10th Ave. 
New Westminster, BC  V3L 4R5 
 
If you are unable to connect to the link for the registration form, 
please contact Synod Office and a form will be emailed to you. 
Synod Office - email bcsynod@elcic.ca or call 604.524.1318 
 
If you are in need of financial assistance to attend the Study 
Conference, please contact Bishop Mohr.  
 
 

Keynote Speaker: 
Rev. Paul Nuechterlein 
 
Redeeming Religion from Violence: The Good 
News of “Creating One New Humanity Out of 
Two” 

 
Retired in 2015 after 30 years of 
parish ministry in ELCA congre-
gations, Paul Nuechterlein is able 
to devote more time to his pas-
sion for renewing the Christian 
message of peace and justice, in 
ways that complement a renewal 
of the church’s mission. His lens 
for this renewal is the theological 

anthropology of René Girard’s (called “Mimetic Theory”). A stu-
dent of Girard’s work for 25+ years, Paul has built and maintains 
the website “Girardian Reflections on the Lectionary” (gi-
rardianlectionary.net), which receives an average of 1,200+ vis-
its each day from people across denominations and around the 
world. 
 

Synopsis 
Politics and economics are the modern, secular religion — 
propped up by “ol’ time religion” in many quarters. So if we find 
ourselves frustrated by bad politics, entrenched in tribalism, the 
way to better politics requires understanding the religious foun-
dations of all human culture. The way to better politics will re-
quire a religious conversion of sorts. 
 
This study proposes such a deeper understanding of religion. 
From our Christian perspective, God did not send Jesus as 
Messiah in order to start a new religion called “Christianity” by 
which humanity is saved. Rather, the key to saving humanity is 
to save our religion from violence. From the perspective of theo-
logical anthropology, the original key to our species’ survival was 
the evolution of religion as an ordering principle against intra-
community violence. In short, religion saves us from “bad” vio-
lence by imposing “good” violence. It provides the ultimate Us 
vs. Them structuring of our societies that keeps humanity 
trapped in violent tribalism. Eventually we and our religion need 
saving from the “good” violence, too. Jesus on Good Friday took 
all of our violence upon himself and on Easter launched God’s 
New Creation (Rom. 8:18-23). It all begins with God in Christ 
‘creating one new humanity in place of the two’ (Eph. 2:15) — 
that is, redeeming the Us-Them structuring of religion. God sent 
Jesus not to start a new religion but to give us a new way of be-
ing human for which there is no longer Us and Them, only Us. 
 
This study will feature the anthropology of René Girard as a way 
to understand the Christian message in fresh ways — a com-
plement to renewal of mission in the church. It will include Bible 
Study and time for small group conversational learning. 
 

Outline for Presentations 
1. Session 1: “The Cruciform Anthropology of René Girard: 

A Wholistic Theory of Human Violence and Its Redemp-
tion” — an overview of Girard’s life, work, and the three 
main pillars of his theory: Mimetic Violence, Sacred Vio-
lence, Redeeming Religion from Violence. 

2. Session 2: “The End of Christendom as the Oppor-
tunity to Renewed Reformation” — this time getting 
right two crucial aspects that were missed over the 
last five centuries: 

https://form.jotform.com/200295289683263


APRIL 26 - 29, 2020 

Loon Lake Lodge - Maple Ridge 

Check In:  Sun. 2:00pm 

End Time: Wed. 1:00pm 

2020 BC SYNOD STUDY CONFERENCE 

FOR ROSTERED MINISTERS 

 
 

 

a. First point: That the Christian revelation shows us that 
God is completely nonviolent. 

b. Second Point: That Jesus the Messiah was sent into 
the world not to begin a new religion but to establish 
a new Way of being truly human, offering redemption 
for all religions. 

3. Session 3: “Jesus’s New Way of Being Human 
includes Politics and Economic Justice” 

 

 
Accommodations 
All rooms are double occupancy unless you have requested a 
single room at an additional cost of $35 per night. To check out 
their website for more information click here 
 

Your mobile phone may not receive reception in the forest. 
There will be a complimentary landline for your use in the dining 
hall. 

Wireless internet is available during your stay. To connect go to 
the ‘Guest’ network. You do not need a password. 

There is a public phone for guests use at the desk inside the 
front entrance of the Bentley Dining Hall. 

Full linen service is provided 
 

 

Upon arrival, please gather at the lower level of Koerner Centre 
to find out which building you will be in, your room number and 
pick up your key and name tag. If your room is not in the  
Koerner Centre, you will need to move your car to the appropri-
ate parking lot for the building you will be in and then take your 
luggage to your room. 
 
On departure day, please check out of bedrooms no later than 
11:00am 
 

Meals 
 
Your registration fee includes nine meals; dinner on Sunday, 
breakfast, lunch and dinner on Monday and Tuesday and 
breakfast and lunch on Wednesday.  If you have allergies of 
which we need to be aware, please indicate them on the 
registration form; Loon Lake Retreat Centre will make every 
effort to accommodate your needs. 
 

 
 
 
 

Health and Safety  
 
Though Loon Lake is located within the wilderness setting of the 
Malcom-Knapp research forest, it is connected to 911 
emergency services, and is located 9. 3 km (about a 14 minute 
drive) from the Ridge Meadows Hospital, Maple Ridge. The 
facility itself features an elevator, handicapped-accessible 
washrooms, and sleeping rooms for those with mobility 
challenges (available upon request). Transportation will be 
provided to and from the dining area. 

 
Travel 
 
All registrants are responsible for their own travel arrangements. 
There will be provisions for airport or ferry pick-up and/or drop 
off if this service is required.  The Study Conference operates on 
an equalization basis, and will reimburse travel expenses 
according to the schedule below.  For arrangements falling 
outside these parameters, the committee will defer its decision 
until it has had opportunity to consult fully. 

(a) Economy airfare booked at least two weeks in advance, 

(b) Vehicle allowance: $0.42 per kilometre (the first 200 km are 
excluded); For those travelling long distances, vehicle 
allowance payment will be reimbursed to a maximum 
equivalent of an economy airfare booked at least two 
weeks in advance. 

(c) Full reimbursement for ferry passage and other surface 
travel costs for all Island, Sunshine Coast, and Powell River 
registrants.  

 
To get to Loon Lake Lodge  
Located in the  UBC Malcolm Knapp Research Forest at the end 
of Silver Valley Rd.  For directions, please click on the following 
link: https://loonlake.ubc.ca/contact-us and scroll down to the 
Google map.  Please note the staff at Loon Lake Retreat Centre 
prefers guests not to travel to and from the retreat centre after 
dark, if possible. 
 
14500 Silver Valley Road, Maple Ridge 
Telephone - 604.463.8149 

 
 
 
 

Gate Code Use - 2791 
This code will only be active for the duration of our stay.  
Loon Lake Lodge is asking that  the code not be given out to 
anyone except in the case of an emergency, and that when 
entering, stop to ensure the gate closes before proceeding. 
 

http://loonlake.ubc.ca/
https://loonlake.ubc.ca/contact-us

