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The Ordination of Rev. Kathleen Martin 

Gathered in-person and online, using the provisional Unified Ordination Rite  

for Pastor, Deacon, and Bishop of the ELCIC, 2021 

  

PRELUDE 

PROCESSION VERSE  Star light, star bright - Emil Smart and Choir 

PROCESSION SONG  When a Star Is Shining 
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GATHERING 

 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND RESPONSE - Bishop Barbara Andrews  

  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Song over the Waters   Refrain - Choir 
 
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the ever-

lasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth.  

Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

 Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

 Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.  Honour to you for cloud and 

rain, for dew and snow.  Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born 

in you.  You are the fountain of resurrection. We bless you for these gifts of water: the 

Nicomekl and Tat-a-lu rivers, Semiahmoo Bay and the rich waters of the Salish Sea. 

Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

 Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

Your love flows through water, a sign of your saving power: 

Noah’s family, and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your well. 

The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. 

The Ethiopian eunuch is washed in the waters of baptism,  

and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. 

Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

 Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

Your love flows through water, calling all the baptized to live out their unique vocation in 

daily life, in the church and in the world. 

Shower us with your Holy Spirit. Fill us with your love. 

Clothe us and all people with your grace. 

Pour out your Spirit upon the church that it may be: 

faithful in service, prophetic in witness, and missional in loving response to your world. 

Your steadfast love fills the earth. 

 Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
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Satisfy the thirst of all with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Saviour, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 Amen. 

Those in-person and online are invited to make the sign of the cross on themselves in 

thanksgiving for baptism.  

 

Stand as you are able. 

Song over the Waters  Verses - Choir,  Refrain - All 
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
PO As Secretary of the BC Synod, I present Kathleen Martin, who has been called to 

serve as a bishop. 

 

PB Our church rejoices that the BC Synod in convention has chosen Kathy as bishop. Let 

Kathy’s call be confirmed. 

  

PO I confirm the call of Kathleen Martin as bishop. 

 

PB I invite the assembly online to unmute to join in the response. 

Dear servants of God, witnessing on behalf of the whole church, is it your will to ordain 

Kathy to serve as a bishop with prayer and laying on of hands?   

Yes, by the grace of God. 

 

PB Kathy, before your ordination, join now with the whole assembly in attending to the 

word of God.  

 

We pray together: 

The assembly joins in silence for prayer.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

PB Almighty and ever-living God, you revealed the incarnation of Jesus by the brilliant 

shining of a star. Shine the light of your justice always in our hearts and over all lands, 

and accept our lives as the treasure we offer in your praise and for your service, through 

Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6  Padre Stephan Wagner 

 

PSALM  72:1-7,10-14 Responsively with the Choir, Refrain - All 

 

O God, give your anointed one your judgement | and your justice. 
Teach your chosen one to govern your people rightly and bring justice to | the oppressed. 
The mountains will bring the | people peace  
and the | hills justice! R 
Your anointed will defend the oppressed am-|ong the people,  
save the children of the poor, and crush | the oppressor. 
The reign of your anointed will endure as long as the | sun and moon  
– throughout all | generations. 
The rule of the chosen one will be like rain coming down | on the meadow,  
like showers water-|ing the earth. 
Justice will flower |through the days,  
and profound peace, until the moon | be no more. R 
 
Tarshish and the Isles will offer gifts; Arabia and Sheba | will bring tribute. 
All rulers will pay homage, and all the nations will serve | your anointed.   
Your anointed will rescue the poor when | they cry out,  
and the oppressed when there is no | one to help them.  
Your chosen one will take pity on the lowly | and the poor,  
and will |save their lives. 
Your chosen one will rescue them all from violence | and oppression  
and will treat their | blood as precious.  R 
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SECOND READING  Ephesians 3:1-12  Karen Lee 

 

Stand as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL READING Mathew 2:1-12  Rev. Nathan Fong 

 

The assembly is seated.  

 

SERMON Rev. Trish Schmermund  

  

Following the sermon, the assembly joins in silence for reflection.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  God of the Movements and Martyrs  Verse 1 - Solo  

Stand as you are able. 
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The assembly is seated. 

 

THE PROMISES  

 

PB Gathering people through water and the word, God builds the church of living stones 

in which Christ is the cornerstone. Through baptism, all of God’s people are called to use 

their gifts to bear the good news into the whole world. 
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As the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada - a missional, prophetic, and diaconal 

church, we are called by Christ to serve people, communities, and creation in the mission 

of God. The Spirit calls us to uphold the unique baptismal vocation of every person in 

service of God’s mission, nurturing the understanding and practice of Christian faith in 

action. The Spirit calls us to risk-taking and new ideas, paying particular attention to 

those in minorities, their voices and representation. The Spirit calls us into partnerships 

with others in compassion for God’s world and awareness of community needs. The Spir-

it calls us to invite into the Christian journey those who are seeking good news and liber-

ation in the gracious promise of God in the risen Christ. 

 

A Bishop has a particular calling to inspire the whole church for mission under the au-
thority and as a representative of the church, working with all expressions of the church, 
communities, and in the world to encourage partnership and collaboration for mission, 
communicating God’s care for all people and all creation. 
 

Bishops are empowered to encourage the church to take risks, to be nimble, to be realistic 

in assessing the future, always pointing to the Gospel as touchstone. Bishops see opportu-

nities for learning in successes and failures, encouraging lay leadership and accompany-

ing deacons and pastors, congregations, and specialized ministries, in their work together 

to serve the common good.  
 

Bishops represent the church in ecumenical, multi-faith and international relationships, 

both to offer and to learn, on behalf of and in partnership with the church, and to continue 

in their own learning, formation, and growth. 

 
PB Kathy, by acclamation of God’s people, you are chosen to serve as bishop. 

Believing that you are called by God to take up the work of a bishop, will you exercise 

this call to ordained ministry honouring God, equipping God’s people, serving God’s 

world through living and speaking the Gospel promise? 

O May God give me a spirit of thanksgiving. I will, by the grace of God. 

 

PB Will you be faithful in prayer and worship, immersed in the Holy Scriptures and sus-

tained by the means of grace? Will you pray for God’s people, giving and receiving con-

solation from them? 
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O May God give me an understanding of the heart and mind of Jesus Christ. I will, by the 

grace of God. 

 

PB The church in which you are ordained confesses that the Holy Scriptures are the word 

of God and are the foundation of its faith and life. Will you carry out this ministry in ac-

cordance with the Holy Scriptures, the ecumenical Creeds, and the Confessions of the 

Lutheran church? 

O May God lead me in joyful witness to Christ crucified and risen. I will, by the grace of 

God. 

 

PB Will you work to build up the whole Body of Christ, together with pastors, deacons, 

bishops, and all people of the church, in our missional, diaconal, and prophetic call? 

O May God equip me to promote wholeness in the church and in creation. I will, by the 

grace of God. 

 

PB Will you faithfully offer hospitality in Christ, welcoming the stranger, practicing in-

clusion, working towards equity, and striving for justice and peace in God’s world? 

O May God give me ears to hear, eyes to see and hands to embrace the stranger, the out-

cast and the broken-hearted. I will, by the grace of God. 

 

PB Will you live in the promise of the resurrection, caring for creation as an active wit-

ness to the mystery of God’s love that is making all things new?  

O May God anoint me in gladness with all the earth as I pray and serve. I will, by the 

grace of God. 

 

PB I invite the assembly online to unmute to join in the response. 

Will you, the gathered people of God and speaking for the whole church, receive Kathy 

as bishop? Will you support Kathy’s ministry among you, partner with Kathy in serving 

our neighbours and our communities, learn together, pray together, share the meal togeth-

er, and work to unify the church in God’s call to love and reconcile the world? 

We will, by the grace of God. 

 

PB Almighty God +, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you 

the strength and compassion to perform them.  Amen. 
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Stand as you are able. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH  

 

A We confess the faith of the church, the faith in which all our vocations are given ex-

pression. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PB You are baptized servants of God. 

We are anointed; yes! — ministers of Christ!  

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF ORDINATION WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS 

 

PB Through baptism, all of God’s people are called to use their gifts to bear the good 

news into the whole world. By God’s commission and according to apostolic usage, we 

set apart Kathy as bishop. We pray together.  

Silent prayer is offered.  
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ORDINATION HYMN  Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord  - Solo 

The assembly in-person and online is invited to stand and extend hands of blessing. 

 

PB Blessed are you, Holy and Ever-living God, you call forth light and hope and a world 

to come, shining throughout the ages with boundless love for all creation, creating a peo-

ple to love and serve you.  

 

Blessed are you, Only-Begotten One, 

you save and shepherd us, laying down your life for ours. 

You passed through the great depth of the cross 

to lead us beside still waters of saving health. 

You are risen, renewing your people with gifts for your ministry of peace  

as you are making all things new.  

 

Blessed are you, Purifying Advocate, 

you gather your people to serve you throughout the world, 

to hallow your sacred name and do your perfect will. 

Renew your church that people may come to faith 

and creation may be restored. 

In your mercy, anoint your servant Kathy, 

stirring up in her your power and gifts for ordained ministry. 

  

Send your Holy Spirit upon Kathy filling her with your grace, to make Kathy a bishop of 

your church, ordained to serve you. 

 

O Blessed and Holy Trinity, give to your servant, power in proclamation of the word, 

perseverance in faithful service and wisdom in feeding your people. May Kathy’s life so 

reflect your grace. 

 

Strengthen Kathy’s leadership to call your church to faith, unity and discipleship through-

out all of creation. Form Kathy to follow Christ in joyful service and courageous trust, 

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  

Amen. 
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I invite the assembly online to unmute to join in the response.  

Receive Bishop Kathy as a messenger of God, praying and serving together as witnesses 

to Christ. 

We receive you as a messenger of Christ, serving together in God’s everlasting 

household of peace. Thanks be to God. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

SIGNS OF MINISTRY 

 

PB: Receive this cross. Remember you serve Christ, crucified, risen and passionate for 
the life of the world. 
  
O Amen. 
 
Bishop Greg Mohr: Receive this staff as a sign of your calling to the ministry of shep-
herding Christ’s flock in faithfulness and unity. 
 
O Amen. 
 
Senait Biadgilign:  Receive the Holy Scriptures as a sign of your calling to ministry. 
 
O Amen. 
 
Rev. Marlys Moen, Rev. Margaret Propp: Receive this cope, as a symbol of your ministry 
in this Synod, and being wrapped in God’s grace. 
 
O Amen. 
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ENCOURAGEMENT AND ACCLAMATION 
 
Archbishop Lynne McNaughton: “As one dedicated to God, strive to be a person of in-
tegrity and piety, filled with faith and love, patience and gentleness.  Run the great race of 
faith.  Take firm hold of the everlasting life to which you were called.”  (1 Timothy 6:11-
12 ILB) 
 

Stephen Holmes: “God has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8) 
 
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee: “Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards 
of God’s mysteries.  Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.  
( 1 Corinthians 4:1-2) 
 

Carolyn Klaassen: Care for God’s people, bear their burdens and do not betray their con-

fidence. 
 

Ingrid Potter: “Let all that you do be done in love.”  (1 Corinthians 16:14) 
 

Karen Lee: ‘But God said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness.  Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that 

the power of Christ may rest upon me.  For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with 

weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities.  For when I am weak, then I 

am strong.”  (2 Corinthians 12:9-10) 
 

Rev. Patricia Giannelia: “A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver.”  

Proverbs 25:11 
 

Rev. Peter Hanson: Be faithful in life and in teaching that you uphold truth, giving no oc-
casion for false security or illusory hope. Cross every barrier that stands between the 
church and its ministry in the world. Seek out those places where the gospel of Jesus 
Christ meets the world’s need. Give and receive comfort as you serve those in need, care 
for the sick, comfort the distressed, and, through word and actions, witness faithfully to 
God’s love for all people. 
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Rev. Kristen Steele: “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in 
fact you are doing.” (1 Thessalonians 5:11) 
 

Rev. Aneeta Saroop: And be of good courage, for God has called you, and your labour in 

God is not in vain. 
 

Stand as you are able. 

 

PB I invite those online to unmute to join in the response. 
Let it be acclaimed that Kathleen Martin is called and ordained bishop in the Church of 
Christ. Bishop Kathy has Christ’s authority to serve God’s people as together we bear 
God’s creative and redeeming love to all the world. 
Amen.  Thanks be to God. 

The assembly offers acclamation with applause. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

The assembly may sit, stand, or kneel for the prayers. 

PRAYER VERSE Hear Our Prayer  
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Each petition will conclude with … we pray;  

The sung response is: God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.  

 

THE PEACE  

B The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
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MEAL 

The assembly is seated. 

OFFERING SONG Come, Join the Dance of Trinity  
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Stand as you are able.  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

A We pray: 

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word 

and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we 

bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

B The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

B Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

B Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

 

B It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

 

B O God triune, how majestic 
is your name in all the earth. 
Over the eons your merciful might 
evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. 
Here by your wisdom 
are both life and death, 
growth and decay, 
the nest and the hunt, 
sunshine and storm, 
darkness and light. 
Sustained by these wonders, 
we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
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O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 
In Christ you bring life from death; 
we remember his cross, 
we laud his resurrection. 
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 
Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 
Receiving this mystery, 
we mortals sing our song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
 
We praise you for the heart of Jesus, 
so filled with your love for this earth. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Gathered around this table, 
we your children unite in this song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
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O God triune, you create the worlds, 
you uphold the living, 
you embrace the dead. 
Send forth your Spirit 
and renew the face of the earth. 
Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Give us a future that trusts in you 
and cares for your earth. 
Empowered by your promises, 
we rise from our deaths 
to praise you again: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
Amen, and amen. 
Amen, and amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

B Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 

 

B Taste and see that God is good.  

Thanks be to God.  

COMMUNION SONGS 
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Rice of Life  
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Here Is Bread   Verses – Choir, Refrain – All 
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You Are Holy   Verses 1,2,1,2 – Assembly 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

We pray: 

We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast of life and 

salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love kindness, and 

walk humbly with you, now and forever. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

Stand as you are able. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF VOCATION IN THE WORLD 

 

B Friends in Christ, both your work and your rest are in God. Will you endeavour to pat-

tern your life on Jesus, in gratitude to God and in service to others, in the morning and in 

the evening, at work and at play, all the days of your life? 

I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 

B Almighty God, by the power of the Spirit you have knit your servants into the one body 

of your Beloved, Jesus Christ. Look with favour upon us in our commitment to serve in 

Christ’s name. Give us courage, patience, and vision; and strengthen us all in our Chris-

tian vocation of witness to the world and service to others; through Christ Jesus our Sav-

iour.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

The peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, 

keep your hearts and your minds 

in + Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  This Little Light of Mine  

 

The assembly is invited to process out to the entranceway doors.  
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EPIPHANY CHALKING OF THE DOOR 

 

B Peace be to this house and to all who enter here. 
 
A A reading from Proverbs: “By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is 

established; through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.” 

 

B We pray: Gracious God, as a shining star once guided the magi to the birthplace of the 

infant Jesus, so enable those who enter here to be your light in the world; through Jesus 

Christ we pray.   

Amen. 
 

Using chalk (hence, “Chalking the Door”), people are invited to inscribe the lintel of the 
home (the horizontal frame above the door) with the inscription shown below.  The letters 
C M B come from the traditional (9th century) names for the “three kings” – Caspar, 
Melchior and Balthazar.  Some also suggest “Christus Mansionem Benedicat” which 
means, “May Christ bless this dwelling!” 

20 + C + M + B + 22 
 

A A reading from Isaiah: “The effect of righteousness is peace, and the result of right-

eousness, quietness and trust forever.  My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, in 

secure dwellings, and quiet place.” 

 

B We pray: Sovereign God, we pray that you will bless this house of worship and service, 

and all who come and go from here with your gracious presence, that your love may be 

our inspiration, your wisdom our guide, your truth our light, and your peace our benedic-

tion; through Jesus Christ we pray.   

Amen. 

 

B May God watch over our going out and our coming in, from this time forth and forev-

ermore.   

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

A Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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(We will not be holding a reception following the service, but we are grateful for these 

wonderful neighbours who offered to help with hospitality today. Thank you Maddy,    

Jason and Stacey!) 
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Cover art: Rev. Carol Janke, MNO Synod  
"The light of Christ shines into our world, enveloping us and all creation in beauty and 
love." 


